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USNA 890G.50/9-2044 dated 20/9/1944 Hen- 3]
derson, U.S. Embassy (Baghdad) to State De-
partment (Washington, D.C.).
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derson, U.S. Embassy (Baghdad) to State De-
partment (Washington. D.C.).
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derson, U.S. Embassy (Baghdad) to State De-
partment (Washington D.C.).
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F.O. 371/45302/E2177 dated 19/3/1945 Corn- (v
wallis, Brtish Embassy (Baghdad) to §/S Fore-
ign Office (London).
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F.0.371/45032/E608 dated 9/1/1945 Cornwal- (V)
lis, British Embassy (Baghdad) to S/S Foreign
Office (London).

F.0.371/45302/E2431 dated 30/3/1945 Corn- (Y)
wallis, British Embassy (Baghdad) to S/S
Foreign Office (London).
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F.O. 371/52423/E2469 dated 4/3/1946 (Political (¥)
and Economic developments in Iraq during

theyear 1945) Briish Embassy (Baghdad) to S/
S Foreign Office (London).
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SUMMARY

4.9, The Arab Gull

American — British Competation
in Iraq during the Second World War

By:

Dr. Muthaffar A. Amin
The Higher Institute for National Studies,
al-Mustansiriya University
Baghdad, 1rag

In the course of the second world war, the United States became¢
directly involved in the Middle East for the first time, especially after join-
ing Britain in the {oundation and maintenance of the Middle East Supply
Center in Cairo in 1941. In Iraq, American political and commercial in-
terests increased tremerGously but the American efforts to penctrate these
arenas were faced with stiff resistance from the British Embassy officials
and the British employees who were working or the Iragi government and
who had held important administrative positions. Since Britain, before the
war, enjoyed an unchalienged dominant position over Iraq under the pro-
visions of the 1930 Anglo-Iraqi Treaty. However, conditions began to change
drastically at the end of the war as the United States emerged SITOMger
than ever. Furthermore, influential groups in the Middle East, particularly
politicans and businessinen, began o look to the United States to play a
bigger role in the area in general and in Iraq in particular against Britain’s
singular dominant position.

This study surveys these developments and lollows the subtle drive by
the American State Department’s officials in Baghdad and Washingion
D.C. as well as the Americarn business and cominercial interests which
campaigned hard in order to gain a foothold in Irag. This study explores
the American success in weakening Britain's position in Iraq and the entire
Middle East.




