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The Surrealism Visual Discourse in Graphic Design

(The Poster as a model)

Mutaz Inad Ghazwan
Teacher- College of Fine Arts, Dept. Of Design
ABSTRACT
Art in general, and design 1n particular, were influenced by intellectual changes and
transformations of aesthetic and visual visions, and by the philosophy of analysis
thereof, which change rapidly, timelessly, and locativelessly. Graphic design had been
through distinguished influences of various artistic schools, especially plastic schools
(like schools of abstractism, cubism, and surrealism.) Therefore, graphic design forms
a middle point in transforming the idea with an imagination, suspense, and excitement
which are undoubtedly connected to surrealism which is, in turn, about to erase the
role of time, place, what is reasonable, and what is real. In so doing, surrealism enters
into visual address burdened with bizarreness, unconsciousness, and absurdness so as
to disseminate the idea and stimulate the receiver. This will be clearly utilized by the
graphic designer in order to benefit the society and develop its intellectual, cultural,
and cognitive perceptions.
Based on what 1s mentioned above, the importance of this study becomes clear as an
attempt to penetrate into the surrealism's world with its extraordinary ideas of the
design's visual address; because of its being a pragmatic, expedient and important art
for the society.
The research includes four chapters.
The first chapter tackled the problem of the research via asking several questions as
follows: Does the surrealism of visual address contribute to stimulating the receiver(s)
and directing their attention to the constructional, aesthetic, and functional components
of the graphic design? How can the surrealism of graphic design be able to clarify the
importance of the idea and convey it to the receiver(s) so as to fulfill its required
function? Will the surrealism of visual address have an aesthetic function in the
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graphic design? What 1s its relation to modern techniques of direction? Then the first
chapter proceeded in showing the importance of the current research and its objective.
We determined the said objective to be the discovery of surrealism's effect as a
thought, an art, and a style via the visual address of modern graphic design and its
techniques (poster as an example.) Afterwards, the time, spatial and objective limits of
this research were determined where five posters were chosen which are selected from
Iraq, Europe (Holland), and the United States of America, especially those which were
graphed between 2010 - 2012. Then, the most important terms of the research were
introduced which are "surrealism" and "address", especially visual address because of
its vital importance in graphic design.

The second chapter included theoretical framework and previous studies. The
theoretical framework, in this study, was divided into two themes. The first theme
included studying surrealism as a thought in art and design. The second theme dealt
with studying visual address in graphic design. This is considered the first study which
shows the effect of surrealism in the visual address of graphic design.

The third chapter included the research's procedures which are: the determination of
the scientific methodology of analysis (that 1s, the descriptive-analytical
methodology); and the determination of the research's samples which were selected
from the research community determined according to the time and spatial limits. A
form was developed to analyze the selected samples, which included the literatures of
the research's theoretical framework. It was given to a number of specialists to
examine 1t and to make sure that it was valid for the artistic analysis process. Five
samples were analyzed for posters of various purposes, functions, and characteristics.
The fourth chapter included the results of the artistic analysis of the selected samples,
including:

1. Surrealism of visual address of graphic design (poster as an example) has a
significant impact on expressing the reality via a style that depends on
surrealism in the variation of visual address to get to the truth. This is one of
the most important communicative functions of the design.

2. Surrealist visual address varies with regard to 1magination and
unconsciousness in using design elements in the poster and their role in
clarifying the importance of the idea in 1ts cognitive and cultural form and
content; and then the success of the communication process in transferring
that idea.

3. Being a general concept, surrealism was used by the designer in the
execution and presentation of the idea in the design to stimulate the
receiver(s) and attract them towards the design's components and achieving
the response to the visual message and the interaction therewith.

4. Surrealism of graphic design has a significant influence on treating
directional techniques of the design (which include reduction and
condensation). In addition, it showed the aestheticism of the design with
regard to design relations among constructional design components which
are determined in accordance with the design bases.

Then, a list of reference-books and bibliography, which were used by the researcher in
his current study, were included.
May God grant us success.
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