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Narrative of Names in the Biography of Saif bin Dhi Yazan
Dr. Muntadhar Hassan Ali
Open College of Education/Al-Qadisiyah Center
Abstract

Names in the popular biography represent a narrative feature that contributes to
revealing the worlds of those narratives that are similar in the actions attributed
to the character and in the narrative structures of the texts of the narratives
themselves. The oral system inherited among the narrators allows for the
possibility of diversification within a single framework, as the narrator draws
from fixed linguistic and narrative formulas that he applies to a specific group of
situations; this is because the oral system of the narratives leaves the narrator
with limited options, as he is trained to take into account the general framework
of the narrative unit and its experience.lf the process of choosing names is
intentional to hint at a meaning that the name-giver wants, hopes for, or aspires
to, then that process is even more intentional in narration, since the narrator
realizes the importance of the name’s attachment to the qualities it represents,
which give the narration a distinctive character and a certain pattern. This
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explains the importance of names and their being narrative indicators that
indicate, through their stability, the dynamism of the meaning that the narrator
presents, betting on his freedom to choose the space of the narration without
returning to the distractions of that unity, as he replaces many details by naming
(limited words) or giving the character’s name, which includes the basis of the
meaning that reveals an initial image of subsequent events, since that image is
reinforced in the recipient no matter how much the narrator continues to narrate
the events. Hence, the choice was to verify the choice of the subject of the name
or naming in the text of the popular biography and to sense its concept in the
light of orality and to pursue its narrative dimensions and functions, which are
the components of the plan from which this study is issued.

Keywords: Narrative of names, Saif bin Dhi Yazan
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