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Political relations between the kingdoms of Osan and
Sheba before Islam
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Abstract:

The kingdoms of Awsan and Saba were two prominent political and
economic powers in ancient Yemen. They wielded significant influence
and engaged in flourishing trade, solidifying their status within the
regional political landscape. Their relations were deeply intertwined with
other kingdoms, such as Qataban and Hadramaut, as well as several
smaller states across Yemen.

The strength of these two kingdoms largely derived from their
strategic geographic location, which enabled their economic prosperity.
This, in turn, attracted numerous tribes to their authority and brought them
under their influence. During this period, internal affairs were
characterized by political stability and economic prosperity, allowing
them to build an advanced civilization with a lasting regional impact.

However, over time, internal conflicts and disputes emerged due to
the expansionist ambitions of certain ruling factions. These tensions led to
instability, negatively affecting the political and economic interests of
both kingdoms. Consequently, these disturbances prompted groups of
people to migrate to other regions, particularly the eastern coast of Africa,
during or before the fifth century BCE.

Keywords: geographical location, relationship between Osan and
Sheba, migration.
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