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Introduction to cognitive change: modular linguistics

Dr. Saber Lahbacha (Faculté des Lettres et des Sciences Humaines — Sousse — Tunisia)

Dr. Majdi Bensouf (Zayed University — UAE)

Abstract

Modularity is based on an analytical conception of the cognitive
system based on the hypothesis of its functionally divisible
feature. This conception has a procedural benefit. It would
facilitate the understanding of complex cognitive activities, such
that the activity of writing, reading or arithmetic, for example,
is better understood if it is divided into functional subsystems,
each of which forms a component called a unit. Thus, a system
can be described as a group of interrelated units, each of which

is defined by specific methods that control its functioning.

The modular theory has two methodological and cognitive
benefits. From a methodological point of view, the approach with

an analytical procedure that dismantles its subject matter must
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be followed by a compositional procedure. Thus, the theoretical
model should allow the development of sub-theories limited
to limited areas. Thus, it is possible to reach greater accuracy
in analyzing the details, on the one hand. On the other hand,
the model should provide a general framework for integrating
those sub-theories that function as systems/units into a single
organic system. In this way - from the cognitive point of view, by
taking the systemic perception as a framework, we preserve the
general perception that is very important in understanding the

studied phenomena and facts.

Key words: Modularity, Cognitive Linguistics, Holistic theory,

Atomism, Naturalism.
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(1) Grammar (or syntax) does not constitute an autonomous formal level of

representation. [...] There is no meaningful distinction between grammar and lexicon.
Lexicon, morphology, and syntax form a continuum of symbolic structures, which differ
along various parameters but can be divided into separate components only arbitrarily.
(Langacker 1987: 2-3).
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(1) The distinction between semantics and pragmatics (or between linguistic and extra-

linguistic knowledge) is largely artefactual, and the only viable conception of linguistic
semantics is one that avoids such false dichotomies [...]. (Langacker 1987: 154).
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