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Abstract

The Byzantine princess Anna Komenena( 1083-1138) wrote a historical
biography about her father the emperor Alexios I Komnenos, the founder of
Komnenos dynasty. Her book ( Alxiad) give a vivid account for the rule and
character of the emperor. One of the main chapters of this book is that related
with the first crusade; in fact Anna was an eye-witness for the movement of the
western armies and the role of her father in dealing with tremendous challenge.

This research manage to give an analytical and comparative study of the
Anna s narrative of the first crusade. Her importance lies in surveying the
Byzantine perspective. For centuries the western view of the crusade, which
drawn by crusading historians like Fulcher of Charter, Raymond of Agilers and
the Gesta Francorum by the Anonymous historian. The research divided into four
parts:
1-The march of the Crusading armies from western Europe towards
Constantople,2- The negotiation between Alxious and the crusading leaders, 3-
The march through Asia minor, 4-The siege of Antioch and its occupation.

Lastly, we conclude with some results like, that Anna give us a very useful
corrective for the dominant view of the crusading historians. On the other hand,
although she said that her narrative is fair and with no bias, her narrative are
obviously aims to defend her father's acts to an extent that she put his enemies
like Bohemond I in very black perspective.
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