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The administration's competence in amending the works
contract with the contractor (comparative study)

Dr. Abdullah Saadoun Al Shammari
Abstract

Due to the importance of the works contract, the general law has granted the
administration powers to monitor and supervise the contractor during the
implementation of those works. Sometimes the matter requires that the administration
ask the contractor to carry out works that were not included in the terms of the
contract. The justification for the administration enjoying these powers is the
connection between the contract and the public utility and the administration’s right to
amend it. The occupancy contract is recognized even by those who denied this right to
management in other contracts. The legal basis for this right is the rule for the regular
and consistent operation of the public facility, and this right is recognized.

Even if the contract texts do not include this, the administration has broad powers in
terms of amending this contract, and the administration’s authority to amend the
occupancy contract is restricted and subject to conditions, as it does not resort to
changing the contracted works or adding work to them except when necessary, and if
the administration wants to make an amendment, it must issue an order. In writing,
including a brief description of the work, the responsible engineer must specify those
additions and amendments required to be made with the contracting party. Additional
works or changes are considered part of the original contract.
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