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Abstract

This research is not the first study presented about the city of Samarra, the
beautiful star of the Abbasside caliphate as many studies were submitted about the
growth of the city, its development, population structure and the old ruins that
distinguished it from other Arab and Islamic cities. However, this study presents
Samarra as it was seen by the travellers who passed through it and the impressions they
had about it, whether passive or positive, they didn’t form any influence in the opinion
of the one who reads about this deep-rooted city, which was not paid attention in the
right way in the Ottoman era just like other Arab cities, which suffered as they were
ruled by non-Arabs. The Ottomans could not offer the city and capitals they dominated
what they used to offer to their capital.

A reader might notice that this study didn’t cover all the aspects that should be
mentioned when speaking about any city, because this research focused only on what
the travellers mentioned in their observations about the city and the points they drew
their attention exclusively just as mentioned by the title of the research (Samarra in The
books Travellers in The Ottoman Era). The research sheds light on the emergence of
the city and the reason behind being chosen by the Abbasside and then the description
of the city location, its nature, populations, the plan of the city with a focus on the
description of all the religious buildings in the city, which is the most prominent thing
that drew the attention of the travellers and encouraged them to write about the city
such as the religious shrines, the big mosque of Samarra with its famous minaret and
also the palaces of the abandoned Abbasside caliphs. As for the economic and social
aspects in addition to the city administration, only a little information was mentioned.
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