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The present study aims to explore the three primary international treaties on the pro-
tection of cultural property: the 1954 Hague convention for the protection of cultural 
property in the event of armed conflict, the 1970 UNESCO convention on the means of 
prohibiting and preventing the illegal import, export and transfer of ownership of cultur-
al property and the 1995 UNIDROIT convention on stolen or illicitly exported cultural 
property. After the U.S occupation in 2003, Iraq undergone difficult times and has been 
subjected to uncontrolled looting and illegal trade of antiquities, despite the existence 
of international conventions and Iraqi laws on this matter. This study concluded that 
while enforcement methods and legal frameworks exist, more work needs to be done to 
strengthen international law enforcement cooperation. In particular, there is a need to 
increase the exchange of information and experiences so that competent authorities can 
function more effectively.
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ABSTRACT

Introduction 

Heritage is a representative of the cre-
ativity and genius of humanity. While 
World Heritage belongs to everyone, and 
people share the responsibility to protect 
it since each site embodies the history, 
values, beliefs and skills of the people. 
Whenever a cultural site is destroyed, it 
is a particularly devastating loss for those 
who hold the site as a reflection of their 
history, culture and identity. The deliber-
ate destruction of cultural heritage, such 
as the one witnessed in Iraq, is more than 
that of buildings or sculptures. It is a cul-

tural cleansing – aiming to destroy the 
dignity of the people who view this heri-
tage as a reflection of their true identity(1).

The illicit and destructive excavation 
practices are posing a threat to the global 
archeological heritage. No nation is im-
mune to this kind of criminality: cultural 
artifacts are smuggled into the worldwide 
black market and marketed as pieces of 
unknown provenance to museums, gal-
leries, or individual collectors(2). Iraq, 
sometimes referred to as the “Cradle of 
Civilization,” is home to numerous land-


























