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The archaeological findings from the Neo-Assyrian period (911-612 BC), during the reign of
King Sennacherib (681-704 BC), have distinguished with several achievements in the political,
military, and cultural fields, making it a model for civilization in Mesopotamia. The Assyrian
kings provided all the necessary resources to build their great civilization. These developments
and achievements had a significant impact on the inhabitants of the region and neighboring coun-
tries as well. These accomplishments have a great influence on defining their long history, which
begins from prehistoric times until the fall of their capital Nineveh in 612 BC at the hands of the
Babylonian and Median alliance. As for the stone artifact under study, King Sennacherib men-
tions in his inscriptions after mentioning his titles that he specifically ordered its production for
watering horses and adorned it with precious stones. He also surrounded the walls of Nineveh
with cubic rock blocks made of limestone, as well as using other stones brought from distant
places outside Mesopotamia that required multiple people to carry or sometimes even using
machinery.
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