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The Political and Economic Developments in Iraq between
World War Il and the 1958 Iragi Revolution:

an Analytical Study

Abdulaziz Saleh Ahmed
General Directorate of Anbar Education

Abstract:

This analytical study examines the political and economic
developments in Iraq between World War 1l (1939-1945) and the Iraqi
Revolution of July 14, 1958, which marked a critical turning point in
Iraq’s political and social history. The study focuses on both internal and
external factors contributing to these transformations, with a particular
emphasis on the impact of World War Il, the Cold War, and the role of
colonial powers, Politically, the study illustrates how World War I
reinforced British dominance over Iraq, especially in the aftermath of the
failed 1941 coup led by Rashid Ali al-Kilanic which was crushed by
British military intervention. The research also highlights the rise of
nationalist and leftist movements that opposed British influence and
demanded political and social independence, laying the groundwork for
the 1958 Iragi Revolution.

Economically the study analyzes Iraq’s post-World War Il economic
shifts, where oil became the primary source of national income. However,
this economic development exacerbated social inequality, as wealth
distribution remained uneven despite some developmental projects in
infrastructure and education. The study also addresses the significant
influence of Western oil companies on Iraq’s economy and internal
politics.
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In terms of regional and international politics, the study underscores the
influence of the Cold War and international alliances« particularly Iraq’s
participation in the Western-backed Baghdad Pact. This alliance further
alienated nationalist political movements«< which were influenced by Arab
nationalism and Nasserism. The combined pressures of political and
social discontent ultimately culminated in the 1958 revolution, which
ended the monarchy and declared the republic, with Iraq emerging as a
key player in Arab politics.

In conclusion the study finds that the transformations in Iraq during this
period resulted from a complex interplay of internal and external political
and economic factors. The 1958 Revolution was the climax of these
tensions, leading to a radical change in Iraq’s political system and a shift
in both domestic and foreign policies.

Keywords: Political developments, Economic developments, World War
I1< Iragi monarchy, Nationalist movements, Baghdad Pact, Iraqi oil.
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