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The views of the Spanish and German Orientalist schools on
the Umayyad presence in Andalusia

Shaima Hazem Hamdan
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Abstract:

Orientalists presented various opinions about the Arab-Islamic
presence in Andalusia, and they tried hard to reach the reasons for that
presence and its difference from others in the period of time it lasted and
the extent of its impact on Europe in general and on Andalusia in
particular. If we follow these opinions, we find that the German and
Spanish Orientalists had a greater presence. From others, the focus was on
them, and it seems that Andalusia historically was the focus of interest of
European countries because Andalusia possessed the ability to influence
military and civilizational influence, which formed contradictory interests.
Some of them viewed it as colonialism, and some of them viewed it as a
civilizational extension, and this understanding was behind the pursuit of
the German and Spanish schools to reach, The truth of the views and the
extent of their credibility in their view of history.

Key words: Umayyads, Andalusia, Spanish Orientalism, German
Orientalism, Orientalist Schools.
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