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(Women’s cultural contributions throughout history)
About our research titled
Great Women of Mesopotamia
Asistant Lecturer: Samar Abbas Abdul Kareem

Email :Summer.abbas@-coart.uobaghdad.edu.iq

Abstract:
1- The role of women in ancient times was associated with fertility and

reproduction. She was the backbone of the family and society was based on her.
Society was known for being matriarchal. However, with the passage of time, her
role shrank and declined, so that men controlled all aspects of life, and the
patriarchal system of society prevailed. This decline was caused by the decline in
the place of the sacred goddess (the mother goddess), source Life to be replaced
by the holy God

Society believed that women were only responsible for procreation, without the
need for the male element, but as a result of intellectual development and after
observing how creatures multiplied around at, the importance of man and the
necessity of proving his existence became clear, and for the mother goddess Ishtar
it has become a husband known as the god Tammuz.

2- In historical times, the Sumerians, Babylonians, and Assyrians paid their
attention to women, and they had a prominent and effective role in all fields and
held many positions. They were queen, priestess, warrior, merchant, moneylender,
musician, and other professions. From a political standpoint, women held many
governmental and administrative positions, and many queens emerged who had
their roles in State administration
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From a social standpoint, women practiced many professions, becoming poets,
priests, and musicians

From a cultural standpoint, the profession of copyists and writers emerged. From
an economic standpoint, women practiced many professions, including weavers,
grinding grains, tailoring, knitting, mat making, bakers, street vendors in cities,
animal herding, the profession of hairdressing, and the profession of midwifery.

3- The old Iraqgi laws gave women complete freedom and they could practice the
profession they wanted, and granted them rights stipulated in legal legislation, but
most of these rights are not applied on the ground, as is the case at the present
time, and the possibility of applying these rights from one era to another is linked
to the ruling powers.

4- The possibility of women apilities has emerged in their ability, wisdam,
courage, skill, and superiority to assume all government positions, whether
administrative, political, or religious.

5- The vast majority of religious positions were held by women and daughters of
kings and rulers. They became high-ranking priestesses in the temples of the great
gods to make sacrifices, gain the approval of the gods, and obtain support to
achieve political goals.

6- Women’s accession to political positions was not through election or
entitlement, but rather through inheritance, luck, coincidence, or accident.

7- The scarcity of our information about the social (and daily) life of women from
poor classes

8- Despite the luxurious life that most of the ruling class women live, some of
them fell victim to (political marriage) in order to conclude political treaties and
agreements for political goals and interests and to strengthen relations between the
two parties.

9- Despite the obstacles and difficult circumstances that women have experienced
throughout the ages, they were able to persevere and amaze us with their
achievements at all levels.

10- Seals and pieces of pottery have shown us throughout the ages that women
practiced the art of singing and playing. They were used for religious ceremonies
by priestesses, soothsayers, and clerics, and palace ceremonies were performed by
servants and slaves.

11- The emergence of many professions in which women excelled, especially the
profession of writing and copying texts

Keywords: women, great women, Mesopotamia
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