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Abstract

The cultural factor is considered one of the essential elements that assist
researchers in the field of international politics in understanding and analyzing the
positions and orientations of states on the global stage. According to the behavioral
theory in international relations, a state's behavior is merely an extension of the
behavior of individuals within it, especially the decision-makers who belong to that
state's society and are influenced by the prevailing culture. Society itself forms a
pressing local public opinion on decision-makers, which is naturally influenced by
the values, customs, traditions, and prevailing religious and intellectual beliefs that
individuals inherit from generation to generation, along with their historical,
cultural, and civilizational heritage. This complex whole—within specific
geographical boundaries—constitutes what is known as the national culture of the
state, which, in turn, contributes to shaping its ideals, national aspirations, and
defining the objectives of its foreign policy. The contemporary lranian political
experience is one of the clearest examples that illustrates this idea. Despite the
political revolution in 1979, which transformed Iran from a monarchy to an Islamic
Republic and established the dominance of ideological religious factors over its
foreign policy, the goals of achieving Iran's greatness and elevating its status, based
on its historical and civilization heritage, as well as the ambition to revive the
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glories of its ancient empire, remain constant. These goals include enhancing its
regional role and international presence, along with rejecting foreign intervention
in its internal affairs and in the affairs of the region within its vital sphere. These
principles have been and continue to be integral to the foreign policy of the Iranian
state and the strategic mindset of its decision-makers, as they are an inseparable
part of the national culture of its society.

Keywords: '""National Culture', "Concepts', "lranian Foreign Policy", "Future
Vision"'
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