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historical and geographical resources, reveals the
architecture of the old city of Basrah which has not been
investigated.

The present study falls into six chapters. Chapter one
deals with the liberation of the southern part of Iraq
which was occupied by the Persian Empire. One of the
significant matters revealed in this chapter is the military
activities with accompanied the liberation of the south-
ern part of Iraq, and also the way that the Leader Khalid
Ibin-el Walid followed when he entered Iraq.

Chapter two deals with the position of Basrah and its
buildings before Islam. Concerning the significance of
this position, the factors which made the Caliph Umar
bn el-Khatab and his officers choose this position is dis-
cussed. These factors were military, geographical, and
economical. Because of the significant situation of Bas-
rah, which lies on the western desert edge on one hand,
and on the Shatt-el-Arab and near the Arab Gulf, onthe
other it has played a great commercial role. Basrah
reached its topmost significance during Al-Umawiya
Caliphate.

VY The Arab Gulf

Chapter three deals with the name of Basrah. In this
chapter the origin of the word Basrah is found to be Ara-
bic, thus, it is not derived or borrowed from Persian or
Aramaic. )

In chapter four the rivers of Basrah and the period
when these rivers were dug is discussed. It seems that
both cities, that is Basrah and Abillah, had the same
geographic nature, what increased their chose relation,
was the digging of many rivers from Abillah toward Bas-
rah.

Chapter five deals with the history of the city and its
architecture. In addition the buildings of the city such as
the mosque, the court and other puplic buildings are dis-
cussed.

The last chapter. tha is the sixth, is concerned with the
archeological diggings which have been undertaken by
the General Foundation of Archeology and Basrah Uni-
versity. The architecture units discovered through
theses processes, architecture units which have been cal-
led ** Alkusur™, palaces are discussed.



