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Abstract

This research aims to reveal the important military personality of Hans von Seeckt,
who played a pivotal role in the contemporary history of Germany, to the extent that a
number of interested parties differed in their evaluation of him. Some saw him as a
loyal nationalist and a mind that possessed strategic military ideas that outlined the way
to deal with the risks and challenges that Germany faced and sought to maintain the
strength and prestige of the army without getting involved in internal disputes, while
others considered him an aristocratic personality who was greatly influenced by the
ideas of the class from which he descended. This is what prompted, according to an
objective, academic scientific vision, to present Seeckt in his true image as a human
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being and an officer who served with all seriousness and loyalty within the formations
of the German army during an important stage that witnessed many developments and
difficulties . In accordance with the above, this research entitled (Hans von Seeckt
early life and military service until 1914) is a serious attempt to fill some of the gap in
the study of German history, as it contributed new additions based on scientific
material based on important sources that included documents, books, and
encyclopedias directly related to the subject that ended with the outbreak of World War
I'in .1914 he research included three axes. The first dealt with von Seeckt birth and his
social and educational life (1866-1884), providing a brief overview of his life and
education. The second axis focused on his entry into the military service (1885-1888),
tracing the beginning of his enlistment in the army, his military advancement, and the
situations he faced, while the last axis focused on the emergence of his military role in
the German army until1914.

Keywords: Hans von Seeckt, German Army, General Staff, War Academy,
Leadership.
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