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Effect of retained placenta in some blood characteristics in 

Holstein cows
M. L.AL-Taee                    A. H. AL-Mahdawi 

Abstract                                    
Records of 600 Holstein cows were analyzed statistically to investigate the factors that 

effect the incidence of retained placenta. Blood samples were collected from 40 cows with 

retained placenta to estimate calcium, magnesium and phosphorus that associated with the 
incidence of retained placenta.Result of the present study showed that parity, season of 

calving, sex of calf, type of calving and level of milk production, were the most factors might 
cause or increase the incidence of retained placenta in Holstein cows. Blood levels of 
calcium, Magnesium and phosphorous significant decrease (7.82, 4.89, 4.66 mg/ml 

respectively) compared to normally expelled placenta (9.15, 6.39, 5.18 mg/ml respectively).  
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