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Abstract

Combating tyranny has remained one of the original
concepts and key words of the Salafi-jihadi movements
in their struggles. The aim of this research is to study
the concept of taghut from the Salafi-jihadi perspective,
based on the views of Ibn Taymiyyah. The current research
adopted the analytical documentary approach to answer
the following questions: How do Salafist jihadists interpret
the word taghut in the Holy Qur'an? How correct is their
interpretation and reading? What are the effects and
consequences of their reading and interpretation of
Taghut? One of the most important findings of the research
is that the taghut has a general, comprehensive concept
among Salafist jihadists, such that combating the taghut is
considered one of the most important components of the
Salafi-jihadi movements. Combating the tyrant is not one
of their branches of jurisprudence, but rather one of the
religious principles and a prelude to spreading the religion.
Clear examples of tyranny include resorting to authority
other than the Qur'an and Sunnah and accepting the rule
of anyone other than God and His Messenger. Jihadist
Salafism classifies this concept into worshipful polytheism,
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divine polytheism, divine polytheism, and polytheism in
governance. They see that accepting secular legislative
and legal systems is opposed to divine sovereignty and
is considered a form of tyranny. It has also become clear
that taghut is synonymous with polytheism, disbelief,
misguidance, and Jews, and is in conflict with belief in one
God, the prophets and their commands, and belief in the
Day of Resurrection, from the Salafist jihadi point of view. In
other words, taghut is a concept that opposes the concept
of monotheism in divinity, lordship, worship, and sovereignty.

Keywords: The Holy Qur'an, Salafism, the jihadist move-
ment, Al-Qaeda organization, the tyrant, Ibn Taymiyyah.
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