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Free verse between creativity and challenge: a study in the experiences
of the pioneers of Arab modernism (1950 -1970)
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Abstract

Introduction: It seems likely that free poetry, as manifested in the
experiments of Arab modernism leaders between 1950 and 1970, was a
turning point in Arabic literature. It allowed poets greater freedom of
expression, leading to new creations while also sparking debates among
critics. This period saw the rise of prominent figures like Nazeek Al-
Malaika and Badr Shaker Al-Sayyab, who contributed to establishing the
free verse movement, surpassing traditional metrical forms. Statement of
the Problem: The study aims to explore how free poetry served as a creative
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medium and simultaneously a challenge for Arab modernism leaders
during the specified period, focusing on the challenges they faced and the
innovations they introduced. Research Method: The study relied on literary
analysis of selected poems by key figures such as Nazeek Al-Malaika and
Badr Shaker Al-Sayyab, alongside the historical context of the period.
Findings: Free poetry contributed to poets expressing their personal and
social experiences in novel ways. It posed a challenge to traditional poetic
forms, sparking discussions on the definition of poetry. Works like Al-
Kolera by Nazeek Al-Malaika and Anshoudat Al-Matar by Badr Shaker
Al-Sayyab are exemplars of creativity in free verse. The pioneers faced
resistance from traditional critics, highlighting the contentious nature of
their artistic choices. Social and political changes in the 1950s and 1960s
influenced the themes and imagery in their poetry.

Keywords: Free poetry, Arab modernism, creativity, challenge,
pioneers.
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