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Abstract
The Ottoman Empire witnessed attempts in its late era to restructure the government and tighten central control.
Among these policies was the Turkification policy, which aimed to impose Turkish identity and culture on all
peoples subject to Ottoman rule, including Arabs. This policy contributed to deepening the gap between Arabs
and Ottomans, which led to the escalation of nationalist and separatist tendencies. The imposition of the Turkish
language on schools and government institutions led to the exclusion of the Arabic language, which aroused the
resentment of Arab thinkers and scholars. The Ottoman authorities exercised severe repression against Arab
nationalist movements, and Jamal Pasha the Butcher executed many Arab leaders in Damascus and Beirut in
1916. The Turkification policy also led to tension in relations between Arabs and Ottomans, which reinforced
the feeling of injustice and resentment. When the Great Arab Revolt broke out in 1916 under the leadership of
Sharif Hussein, one of its main motives was the rejection of the Turkification policy and the pursuit of
independence. This revolution, with the support of the Western powers, contributed to the collapse of Ottoman

control over the Arab countries and the end of Ottoman rule in the region after World War 1.
Keywords: Turkification policy, Ottomans, Arab Revolt, nationalist tendencies, Jamal Pasha.
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