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Abstract: -

Women's issues in general have received special attention in recent times, through supporting their
cultural, social and political level, while highlighting the role they play within the family or
society. Empowering women to participate in development has become one of the most important
contemporary issues on the global level, as empowering women is one of the most important
influences on which the progress and advancement of nations is measured. The integration of
women into economic activity and the increase in their participation in the labor market leads to
the achievement of many economic gains, including obtaining employment opportunities that
provide them with a permanent source of income, as well as achieving the optimal exploitation of
human resources established at the national level, which leads to reaching economic growth rates,
and raising women's competitiveness in the labor market in light of market economies,
privatization, globalization, and reducing unemployment rates. Women's economic participation
is considered the basic pillar for achieving sustainable development. Women's participation in
economic growth drives the wheel of economic growth and progress, as women are not creatures
seeking mere survival, and the projects undertaken by women, whether small or medium-sized,
contribute positively and effectively to strengthening national economies. Economic
empowerment aims to eliminate women's economic dependence by increasing their participation
in the labor market, supporting them while benefiting from the returns of their participation in
development and increasing their ability to rely on themselves to contribute to economic activity.
The issue of discrimination against women is a problem that threatens our national, economic,
social and political security, and this is clearly evident in the distribution of opportunities. The
issue of women’s disempowerment is often a social trend derived from the customs, traditions and
values prevailing in society, and it still constitutes a cultural heritage that has a great impact in this
area. This hinders women’s involvement in the fields of comprehensive development, and the
forms of discrimination are multiple, and it is in many forms, including inherited cultural and
social factors. Many studies indicate that the social and value heritage is biased against women’s
participation in political life, and some of it goes back to women themselves. Some studies indicate
that some psychological, personal and physical characteristics prevent them from engaging in the
political field. Based on the above, we can pose a question to try to identify the obstacles that
prevent women’s empowerment in all areas of life, and whether the legislative laws in the Iraqi
state regarding women’s empowerment are consistent with the reality of the problems that women
face economically.
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