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Algerian-Maghreb relations (1979-1992)
Prof. Dr. Saad Tawfig Aziz Al-Mashhadani
College of Arts/Department of History
Abstract

Algerian-Maghreb relations expanded after independence, and Algeria was
linked to many countries through diplomatic relations, especially the regional
and neighboring countries. This was also helped by the emergence of Algeria’s
sincere intention to break out of the limited frameworks in which the country
was placed after the occupation, on the one hand, and the desire of the regional
countries to have their own distinguished relations with Algeria, especially the
Maghreb. Which occupied an important strategic position and a prominent
economic situation represented by the presence of oil and other minerals, in
addition to the efforts of the Maghreb countries to maintain their connection
with Algeria for many factors, including the unity of religion and language and
good neighbourliness, as well as solving the border problems with Morocco and
the problem of Western Sahara and others.Successive governments in Algeria,
especially during the era of Chadli Bendjedid, sought to open up to the Maghreb
countries. They succeeded in establishing friendly relations and cooperation
with their regional surroundings and sought, with their neighboring Arab
countries, to establish the Arab Maghreb Union and end the rift with Morocco
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During the era of President Chadli Bendjedid, Algeria witnessed relative
stability, especially during his first presidential term (1979-1984). As for
subsequent times (1985-1992), the country witnessed political, economic, and
social turmoil, the results of which were the occurrence of a popular uprising in
1988. It was necessary to work on carrying out political and economic reforms,
which culminated in the issuance of the 1989 constitution, but this did not please
the army leadership, especially after the victory of the Islamists in the elections
(1990-1991), and then the army forced President Chadli Bendjedid to resign in
1992, which led to the collapse of the country. In a real crisis, represented by the
outbreak of a kind of civil war between the Islamists and the army. Here it can
be said that the term of President Chadli Bendjedid’s rule is considered one of
the turbulent, tense and unstable times in the history of contemporary Algeria.
Keywords: Algeria, Morocco
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