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The Narrative Features of Magamat
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Abstract

Arabic maqamat are characterized by a number of features,
foremost of which is that they are short texts collected around a single
incident. Another feature connected to this is the difference in the texts
and the stability of the characters, which are the character of the hero and
the character of the narrator. The crisis of the plot does not revolve around
the conflict between good and evil; rather on the conflict of begging. This
makes the text of maqamat far away from the balance of two parties in

victory. It relies on the character of the eloquent begging hero and the ¢

narrator. The other party is the audience who does not have an active
narrative presence. There is no variation across characters and plots, as
there is one plot and two characters. The hero does not spend a huge effort
to achieve his role. He appears educated and aware of cultural landmarks,
which is why s/he looks superior over others. There is no dialogue among
other characters, nor internal dialogue. It is all external, with satire as its
main trope. The spatial variation does not provide an effective narrative
presence. The temporal plan is clear with no inconsistency. The poetic
structure drives al Magamat text from narrative content to narrative
form. The poetic impact ceases the narrative content and turns it to sole
structural content.

Keywords: Almaqamat, begging, protagonist, narrator, characteristics,

dialogue, conflict, narrative content, narrative form.
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