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Veil in Enceinte Iraq and its Effect on Everyday Life

Abdul-Rahman Younis Abdul-Raman
University of Mosul - College of Fine Arts

Abstract:
Knowing that Middle Assyrian roles obligated women to dress

veils and the sculpture of some Asssyrian monuments , scarcely for

women , indicate that the Assyrian knew veils even within boundaries.
Despite the little knowledge we possess about the reasons for such

a phenomena in Assyrian society , it is assumed that the reasons were

legal and social ones based on social status. Such an assumption is
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strengthened when reading the laws of Middle Assyrian era and their
descriptions of limiting wearing veils to free people and excluding slaves
and whores. The reason for such roles was may be promoting the
privileges of free woman by adding this new law and to promote her
status.

Moving away from the reasons of unveiling Assyrian women
coming to our recent time , we find that the obligations made by Islamic
legislative system aims theoretically and practically to promote the status
of Muslim woman , save her pride , her virginity , to distinguish her
from the rest of women in society like slaws or whores.

This view coincides with the view adopted by the ancient Iraqi
legislator before 3000 years ago , regardless the difference of aims ,
approaches and intentions .

It is by no means , however, possible that, regarding the nature
of social life in ancient Iraq and the social reasons to be promoted if a
woman veiled , the veils used in ancient Iraq is similar to the veils used
today like Nigab. Such a view is strengthened by the absence of such
sculptures. Analyzing the ways of using veil in Assyrian , Heathens and
Attain societies, an image can be drowned in our heads aboutbthe veil in
Irag and surrounding areas , The veil contained usually of long dress
knotted either simply or with sophisticated embroidery according to the
social status of the woman, such a dress was worn over the clothes to
wrap their bodes and heads except face.

Such a resemblance may be due to the extension of Assyrian power
antis relations with many people specially in minor Asia , Arabian

Peninsula, Syria and Palestine.
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