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Abstract

The foreign policy of the United States represents a cornerstone in shaping
the dynamics of the international system. As a global superpower, the U.S. plays a
critical role in managing and addressing international crises, as well as
formulating strategic responses to them. Each crisis is characterized by specific
causes, drivers, variables, and actors that influence its trajectory, whether toward
a single focal point or multiple objectives. Similarly, crises produce outcomes and
ramifications that reverberate within the domestic contexts of the involved parties,
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as well as across regional and global environments. Moreover, international actors
often seek to maneuver and control such crises to advance their strategic goals
and interests.

Significant global crises, such as the September 11, 2001 attacks and the
ongoing Russia-Ukraine conflict—escalating notably in 2022—highlight the
United States' approach to addressing complex security and political challenges.
These cases underscore its efforts to safeguard national interests and reinforce its
position as a dominant global power.

This study provides a comprehensive examination of U.S. policies toward
these two crises, adopting a strategic and analytical framework. It investigates the
mechanisms utilized by the United States to counter terrorism and confront
Russian expansionism, while assessing the broader implications of these actions
on the international system and on bilateral and regional relationships.
Furthermore, the study seeks to analyze the underlying factors shaping U.S. crisis
management strategies and the extent to which these strategies align with its
overarching objectives in a rapidly evolving and increasingly complex global
landscape.

Keywords: foreign policy, crises, the United States of America, Russia, Ukraine.
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