
Nasaq Journal                                              V0L (43)  No.(1) September  2024-1445 h 

 1022 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ABSTRACT 
     Mohsin Hamid's novel The Reluctant Fundamentalist effectively 
indicates the significant intricacies of identity and struggle in a post-9/11 
world. Changez, the protagonist and a Pakistani immigrant to the United 
States offers an excellent opportunity for the author to go at great length 
into the deep conflict between personal identity and cultural belonging 
coexisting within a single individual. This paper critically examines 
Changez's multifaceted identity crisis and inner and outer conflicts. 
Drawing on postcolonial theory, particularly that of Edward Said and 
Homi Bhabha, this paper looks at themes of hybridity, otherness, and 
cultural displacement. It helps underline the struggle of the central 
protagonist within the rising Islamophobic environment and geopolitical 
tensions by drawing on Hamid's structure for narrative and character 
development. Despite extensive scholarship on post-9/11 literature, The 
Reluctant Fundamentalist's identity conflicts and their portrayal of larger 
socio-political realities remain largely unexplored. This paper attempts to 
fill the gap with new perspectives on how the novel critiques or gives 
meaning to the fractured nature of contemporary identity and conflict. 
Keywords: Postcolonial identity, Cultural hybridity, Islamophobia, 
Narrative structure,Socio-political conflict. 
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 كلية الآداب /القادسيةجامعة 
 الملخص

تعير رواية محدن حسيد "الستذدد الستردد" بفعالية التعقيدات اليامة لميهية والرراع في عالم     
، البطل ومياجر باكدتاني إلى الهلايات الستحدة، فرصة مستازة سبتسبر. يقدم تذانجز 11ما بعد 

لمسؤلف لمخهض بعسق في الرراع العسيق بين اليهية الذخرية والانتساء الثقافي الذي يتعايش 
داخل فرد واحد. تفحص ىذه الهرقة بذكل نقدي أزمة اليهية الستعددة الأوجو والرراعات الداخمية 

اد عمى الشعرية ما بعد الاستعسارية، وخاصة أعسال إدوارد سعيد والخارجية لتذانجز. بالاعتس
وىهمي بابا، تتشاول ىذه الهرقة مهضهعات التيجين والآخرية والإزاحة الثقافية. تداعد عمى 
تدميط الزهء عمى صراع البطل السركزي في ظل بيئة متزايدة من الإسلامهفهبيا والتهترات 

هيكل حسيد لمدرد وتطهير الذخريات. عمى الرغم من  الجيهسياسية من خلال الاستشاد إلى
سبتسبر، تعل صراعات اليهية في "الستذدد الستردد"  11الأبحاث الهاسعة حهل الأدب ما بعد 

وترهيرىا لمحقائق الاجتساعية والدياسية الأكبر غير مدتكذفة بذكل كبير. تحاول ىذه الهرقة 
ية نقد الرواية أو إعطاء معشى لطبيعة اليهية سد الفجهة من خلال تقديم رؤى جديدة حهل كيف

 .السعاصرة السسزقة والرراع
الهوية ما بعد الاستعمار، التهجين الثقافي، الإسلاموفوبيا، هيكل الدرد  :الكلمات المفتاحية

 ".الرراع الاجتماعي والدياسي
Introduction 
     The events of September 11, 2001, changed global politics and 
cultural perceptions, as well as deeply changing the lives of immigrants 
living in the United States. In his novel The Reluctant Fundamentalist, 
Mohsin Hamid explores these repercussions through Changez, a 
Pakistani immigrant wading through the labyrinth of his cultural identity 
against the rising tide of post-9/11 tensions. The novel poignantly 
captures the dissonance of personal and national identity through the 
internal and external conflicts that arise from cultural dislocation. 
Although there is an extensive corpus of literature dedicated to post-
9/11 narratives, there is still a pressing need for analysis that more 
carefully correlates Changez's inner struggles with identity to larger 
geopolitical realities and the omnipresent atmosphere of 
Islamophobia(Qureshi, 2022; Yaqin, 2021). 
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 Hamid's story, one of growing suspicion and hostility against Muslims in 
America, reflects a heightened sense of scrutiny and alienation faced by 
many immigrants throughout this period. The protagonist's tectonic shift 
from a glittering career in a prestigious American firm to a growing 
disaffection with Western values personifies wider changes in a society 
torn ever more between a charged discourse on cultural identity. The 
following paper will try to analyze how, through the inward struggles of 
Changez, The Reluctant Fundamentalist represents cultural hybridity and 
identity crisis as a symbol of the bigger socio-political picture in the 
post-9/11 scenario. Through the works of such postcolonial theorists as 
Edward Said and Homi Bhabha, this research will outline the complex 
interrelation between personal identity and global political tensions, 
which concentrate within a person's shell(Said, 1978; Bhabha, 1994). 
Furthermore, this paper will contribute to existing scholarship through 
detailed analysis that effects a nexus between individual identity conflicts 
and broader geopolitical dynamics. Specifically, examining the evolution 
of Changez's identity provides crucial insight into the lasting impacts of 
cultural disruption and ideological conflict prevalent in the post-9/11 
landscape. The narrative can be related to the contemporary discourse 
of identity, belonging, and conflict if placed within its socio-political 
context. Through critical examination of narrative structure, character 
development, and themes in presenting fractured identities and socio-
political tensions represented by Hamid in his novel, the paper aims to 
increase further comprehension and add new dimensions to an already 
sprawling post-9/11 literary discourse 
Literature Review: 
Mohsin Hamid's The Reluctant Fundamentalist is quickly attracting its 
due share of academic attention for its complex delineation of identity 
and conflict in a post-9/11 world. This literature review aims to develop 
and present scholarly arguments about the novel, which surround 



Nasaq Journal                                              V0L (43)  No.(1) September  2024-1445 h 

 1025 

themes of cultural hybridity, Islamophobia, and narrative structure. The 
review also undertakes the task of showing gaps in existing research to 
provide a base for the critical analysis presented in this paper. 
One of the more influential areas in studies on The Reluctant 
Fundamentalist deals with cultural hybridity. Hamid articulates Changez's 
identity crisis from a postcolonial perspective, emphasizing his Pakistani 
roots and life in America. Ongoing work by Al-Kodmany (2023) shows 
how Hamid's story embodies Homi Bhabha's exposition of the concept 
of the "third space," in which cultural identities intersect and give rise to 
hybrid forms. As accompanied by Al-Kodmany above, Changez's 
experiences not merely explain how hard negotiating one's identity is 
within several cultural spheres in this world but also show how an 
individual's identity turns out to be fragile and liquid in this coupled 
world. A study on cultural hybridity in globalization societies by Lewis 
Kipng'etich established that individuals borrow from diverse cultures to 
form a hybrid identity. The research identifies gaps in understanding, 
emphasizing power dynamics like race and socio-economic status in 
shaping identity. It calls for getting inclusive and involving dialogue to 
understand the complexities of cultural hybridity. (Mastoi et al. 2024; 
Kipng’etich, 2024; Adhikari, 2023). 
On the other hand, further analysis by Singh (2023) expands Bhabha's 
ideas about connecting the hybridity of Changez to the general 
discussion on transnationalism. Singh highlights the critical examination 
of Hamid's novel mentioned above, emphasizing its critique of the 
production of transnational identities through geopolitical forces. He 
views cultural hybridity through the lens of both personal experiences 
and as a witness to larger socio-political dynamics. In this regard, 
Adhikari attempts to explore an identity crisis regarding Pakistani 
immigrants in the United States through Mohsin Hamid's The Reluctant 
Fundamentalist. These immigrants, particularly the Muslims who have 
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developed a sense of otherness after the 9/11 attacks, must confront 
unprecedented levels of risk and ostracism. Since 9/11, many 
dimensions of perceptions about fundamentalism and terrorism have 
changed. It encompasses lost values, exploitation, and evolving 
identities across the gulf of a fractured social spectrum. 
Another critical focus in recent scholarship is how post-9/11 
Islamophobia impacts immigrant identities. Farhat (2022) argues that 
Hamid uses the protagonist's disaffection with American society to 
comment on the increasing hostility toward Muslims in the West. Farhat 
further contends that the novel effectively portrays the alienation and 
marginalization of Muslim immigrants, reflecting the real dynamics of 
discrimination and prejudice. This view agrees with Ahmed's (2021) 
findings that this novel portrays Islamophobia as central to the changing 
self of the protagonist and his eventual radicalization(Bung, 2024). 
Mahmood (2023), however, unfolds a sustained probe into the way 
Hamid does not handle the concept of Islamophobia—not necessarily as 
a dramatic backdrop that spurs Changez's crisis of identity but one that 
is critical for his emotional and psychological growth. Mahmood drives 
home the point of result, emphasizing that Islamophobia only 
compounds the inner turmoil of Changez and causes him to not belong 
to anything and anyone, American or Pakistani. 
Moreover, it gives insight into the university students' notions of cultural 
and religious identity by making use of Hamid's The Reluctant 
Fundamentalist in the light of Dialogism and Mestiza consciousness 
frameworks. The very insightful thing that it brings into focus is the 
enhancement of post-9/11 dynamics of jeopardy to Pakistani identity, 
for it has shown how that fragmented and marginalized Pakistanis into 
dissidents and fundamentalists. This work reflects how the protagonist, 
Changez, was an epitome of strength amidst this turbulence and how 
perceptions about Muslims as "others" metamorphosed in both the 
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Pakistani and American scenarios after the tragedy of 9/11. It critiques 
the influence that terrorism, sectarianism, and political exploitation have 
on individual identity by leading society to perform a balancing act to 
protect individual rights in conditions of ambiguity and 
ambivalence(Bung,2024; Javaid et al.,  2023; Hussain,2023; Ali, 2023). 
The narrative structure of The Reluctant Fundamentalist has formed the 
basis of much critical inquiry. The dramatic monologue—in which 
Changez addresses an unnamed American interlocutor—has been 
variously read for its bearing on readerly engagement and the 
development of themes. Kumar (2023) comments that Hamid's narrative 
technique "brings about a sense of immediacy and thus intimacy—
readers engage first-hand with Changez's internal struggles and shifting 
perspectives." According to Kumar, this narrative approach blurs all the 
distinctions between the narrator and the audience to heighten the 
novel's exploration of identity and conflict. 
Similarly, Chaudhary(2023)comments on the implicit ambiguity and 
suspensions within the structure of the novel: through the story's open 
ending, the uncertainty of modern identity issues is reflected. According 
to Chaudhary, Hamid, through the ambiguity of his narrative, not only 
engages the reader but also strengthens the thematic concerns of his 
novel about the fractured nature of identity with a global conflict. 
While useful scholarship on The Reluctant Fundamentalist already 
exists, striking gaps remain that need addressing. For instance, while 
most of the available scholarship dwells on cultural hybridity and 
Islamophobia, an exploration drawing from postcolonial and global 
narratives would yield valuable integrative insights into how such themes 
play out. Even though recent scholarship, for instance, Ahmed 
(2021)and Farhat (2022), has treated each of these independently of 
the others, very little in the way of their intersection within the novel has 
been explored. 
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Secondly, while much has been written on narrative structure, very little 
has been said about how Hamid structures his narrative technique to 
shape the reader's understanding of identity and conflict. One venue for 
further research is more extensive engagement with how the novel's 
narrative structure underlines theme interpretation and reader 
engagement. 
The literature review has highlighted important focal areas within recent 
scholarship on The Reluctant Fundamentalist, particularly in cultural 
hybridity, Islamophobia, and narrative structure. Based on these gaps 
identified, this paper intends to add to the holistic understanding of the 
treatment accorded to identity and conflict in a post-9/11 framework. 

Theory, Framework, and Method 

Mohsin Hamid's The Reluctant Fundamentalist is a rich tapestry of 
themes related to identity and conflict, best explored with the help of 
contemporary theoretical frameworks. Anchoring this analysis within the 
application of postcolonial theory particularly Edward Said's notion of 
Orientalism and Homi Bhabha's ideas on hybridity—the novel examines 
cultural dislocation and ideological confrontation. The study provides an 
insightfully nuanced understanding of Changez's journey and broad 
socio-political background. 
Furthermore, the concept of Orientalism, as defined by Edward Said, 
might serve as a fundamental lens for analyzing The Reluctant 
Fundamentalist. In his research, Said (1978) demonstrated the 
connection between the Western portrayal of the "Orient" and the 
formation of stereotypes, as well as the ongoing marginalization of 
Eastern identities. Hamid portrays Changez's experiences as illuminating 
a dynamic where a multitude of cultural misunderstandings and 
prejudices immerse the main character. In recent years, Zahid (2022) 
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has continued to explore Said's claims by examining how modern 
narratives have adopted and reinforced Orientalist attitudes. Zahid 
asserts that Hamid's novel offers a critical analysis of the simplistic and 
oversimplified perspectives on Muslim identities during the period 
following the 9/11 attacks. In doing so, the novel highlights the inherent 
ability of Said's theory to provide a comprehensive understanding of 
contemporary cultural struggles. 
Homi Bhabha's ideas of hybridity and "third space" contribute to the 
discussion of The Reluctant Fundamentalist. Bhabha(1994)  has said 
that cultural identities are not fixed but negotiated within the intersection 
of cultures. In this novel, Changez's identity is a hybrid construction that 
illustrates his contemporaneous participation in Pakistani and American 
cultural spheres. Drawing on recent critical views by Singh (2023), one 
can easily note how Bhabha's exposition of the third space elaborates 
on Changez's inner conflicts and suffering struggles with multiple 
identities. In Singh's study, one sees how the novel uses Changez's 
hybrid identity to critique rigid boundaries imposed by national and 
cultural categories and how it is fluid and complex in postmodernism 
identities. 
This study primarily focuses on close reading, where key passages and 
techniques through which the novels may show their thematic concerns 
are presented. Examining Changez's interactions, internal monologues, 
and structural elements in the book demonstrates how Hamid portrays 
identity conflicts and socio-political tensions. This will be enabled by 
applying postcolonial and cultural theory to contextualize these themes 
within broader intellectual and historical frameworks. 
This close reading will investigate how Hamid's narrative structure 
engages with the themes of identity and conflict and how this has been 
done, especially through the dramatic monologue technique. In the 
novel's frame, Changez telling his story to an unnamed American raises 
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the sense of immediacy and closeness that draws readers into his 
personal and ideological struggles. Thus, The narrative approach is a 
powerful tool in representing Changez's inner conflicts and a strong 
indication of the general socio-political anxieties from which the post-
9/11 era emanates. Kumar ( 2023 )and Chaudhary (2023) contribute to 
critical recent discussions on how these narrative techniques impact the 
readers and their engagement in thematic interpretation, reinforcing the 
close reading in understanding the interplay of identity and conflict. 
These theoretical frameworks, complete with their methodology, give a 
holistic analysis of The Reluctant Fundamentalist in terms of how 
Hamid's novel picks up contemporaneous issues of cultural hybridity, 
identity, and global conflict. This work explores the depths of how the 
novel explores fractured identities and socio-political tensions in a 
globalized world by spanning theoretical insights through close textual 
analysis. 

Discussion and Implications: 

The Reluctant Fundamentalist by Mohsin Hamid skillfully incorporates 
the complexities of identity and conflict by following the journey of 
Changez, a Pakistani immigrant who becomes entangled in the 
tumultuous aftermath of post-9/11 America. This study examines how 
Hamid has depicted the fractured character of cultural identity and the 
significant impact of geopolitical conflicts on human stories using 
postcolonial theory and Homi Bhabha's notion of hybridity. 
The theoretical framework that Homi Bhabha(1994) provided on the 
issue of hybridity and the "third space" provides a riveting lens for 
examining Changez's changing identity. According to Bhabha, cultural 
identities come into existence in a "third space": a liminal situation where 
different components of different cultures meet, intermingle, and create 
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hybrid forms of identity. This vividly unfolds in the narration of Changez 
while negotiating his Pakistani heritage with the American experience. 
At the beginning of the book, Changez is very well integrated into 
American society, quite removed from what he understood as the 
American Dream. His first embracing of American values was manifest 
in professional success and material comforts: 
“I was...an American dreamer, in my view, and I began to act as if I 
belonged to this place as if the borders between us—us and them—
were no longer relevant” (Hamid, 2007, p. 74). 
This quote demonstrates the early stages of assimilation, in which 
Changez attempts to fit perfectly into American culture. However, due to 
the change in the political scene, especially after the 9/11 attacks, 
Changez's notion of belonging begins to unravel. The pressures of 
cultural hybridity begin to show drastically. The hybrid identity of 
Changez thus becomes very fragile: 
“I felt as though I were being torn in two...my American self was an 
impostor, and my Pakistani self was reasserting itself with a force I 
could not deny” (Hamid, 2007, p. 112). 
Additionally, the tension between his American aspirations and Pakistani 
heritage dovetails nicely with Bhabha's idea of the "third space"—a site 
of cultural negotiation and contestation. Changez does not embody just 
a mix of cultures within his hybrid identity but rather an energetic play 
that extrinsic pressures and intrinsic conflicts shape. This complexity 
contests ideas of fixed identity and places in the foreground the fluidity 
intrinsic to multicultural experiences. 
The quote brings to the forefront that Changez had previously imagined 
that he had closed the distance between cultures and had completely 
integrated himself into becoming an American. However, as the political 
climate turns hostile, this notion of integration becomes a matter of 
Bhabha's "third space," which exposes the limiting conditions through 
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which this smooth integration occurs. As Changez's perception of 
America changes, so does his identity; this well demarcates the fluidity 
and instability of hybrid identities. 
The turning point within this process of identity change in Changez 
comes when he feels increasingly disconnected and alienated from his 
life in America. It is registered through his comments, which reflect on 
his changed status: 
“I began to feel that my success in America was a façade that masked a 
deeper disconnection from my true self. The more I achieved, the more I 
realized that I was estranged from the culture that once seemed so 
welcoming” (Hamid, 2007, p. 102). 
The moment crystallizes Bhabha's notion of hybrid identities as 
continuous procedures of negotiation and contestation, rather than a 
simple mix of cultures. The "third space" emerges here as one of tension 
between Changez's dual cultural influences; he, in effect, actually 
identifies once more as Pakistani. On that count, then, Bhabha's 
framework explains why contradictions between American success and 
increasing alienation tear apart this inner tussle of Changez. Further 
problematizing this notion of hybridity, the growing disillusionment of 
Changez with America places him questioning his place in the context of 
this hybrid identity. His thoughts regarding the shifts happening within 
his identity are well articulated: 
“I had come to understand that the ‘American Dream’ was not my 
dream but an imposed narrative that had never fully accounted for my 
own experiences and aspirations. The more I saw, the more I realized 
that I was an outsider in a world that had initially seemed so inviting” 
(Hamid, 2007, p. 120). 
The realization that underscores Bhabha's idea of the "third space" as a 
dynamic and often disputable area in which cultural identities are 
constantly negotiated reinforces in the experience of Changez that 
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hybrid identity is not an issue of static position but one of external 
socio-political pulls and internal conflicts. Again, the novel weaves it 
through by portraying the tension of interplay between personal identity 
and broader cultural expectations. 
More significantly, in Bhabha's "third space" hypothesis, Changez refuses 
the American ethos and repatriates to relate to his Pakistani roots 
critically. His act of alienating himself from his American self and taking 
an extremist position directly reacted to the cultural and political 
intensities he was under: 
“I could no longer reconcile my past with my present. The more I tried to 
blend in, the more I felt the need to reclaim my narrative, to assert my 
identity meaningfully” (Hamid, 2007, p. 137). 
The quotation explicates the process Changez has taken to redefine a 
hybrid identity that incorporates his disappointment with America and his 
new commitment to Pakistani heritage. The theory by Bhabha(1994) 
remembers how redefined identity arises from the tensions and 
negotiations in the "third space." 
Similarly, the concept of Orientalism by Edward Said(1978) provides a 
critical framework for understanding the shaping of Changez's identity 
regarding Western perceptions of the "Orient." Said has criticized how 
the West constructs an exotic and inferior East in his work, thereby 
marginalizing Eastern identities. This concept is highly applicable in 
examining the impact of Islamophobia on Changez's encounters in 
America. As Changez's awareness of bigotry against Muslims in 
America grows, his feeling of alienation intensifies. The novel depicted 
this shift in perception with devastating precision: 
“There was something in the way that people looked at me, something 
that suggested they saw me as a threat, or perhaps something even 
more ominous” (Hamid, 2007, p. 130). 
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The quote demonstrates a broad and profound understanding of being 
perceived through an Orientalist perspective. The individual's increasing 
recognition of his marginalization mirrors wider patterns of Islamophobia 
in society, which categorize Muslim identities as intrinsically suspicious. 
Here, Said's concept of Orientalism becomes particularly relevant, since 
it provides a framework for understanding Changez's experiences in 
terms of cultural stereotyping and racial discrimination. A more profound 
analysis reveals how Hamid condemns these very stereotypes through 
Changez's narrative. The increasing alienation of the protagonist from 
American society has its parallel in the critical retrospect on the 
geopolitical background: 
“I saw the rising anger of the world’s poor, the deepening divide 
between the rich and the poor, and the emerging reality of my place 
within these dynamics” (Hamid, 2007, p. 146). 
The statement depicts Changez's increasing recognition of global 
disparities and his disillusionment with Western dominance. It makes the 
point that one of the strong aspects of the novel is the way it questions 
cultural alienation at the junction of geopolitical conflicts—showing how 
larger socio-political forces variously impact individual identities. 
In The Reluctant Fundamentalist, the very early attempt of the 
protagonist to assimilate into American culture represents something 
superficial, which conceals tensions underneath. Business success and 
material acquisitions all seem to matter in this effort to merge into 
American society: 
“I was living the American Dream. I was doing well at work, making a 
good income, and I was proud of my success. It felt as if the barriers 
between my old life and my new one had been dismantled” (Hamid, 
2007, p. 56). 
The quote reflects how Changez previously felt he had overcome 
cultural divides to merge with the American identity completely. 
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However, with the shifting winds of politics, this "third space," as 
Bhabha(1994) speaks, emerges and reveals the narrow brackets in 
which this seamless integration occurs. His changing perception of 
America brings a change in identity, fully in keeping with the fluidity and 
instability inherent in hybrid identity. 
Mohsin Hamid's The Reluctant Fundamentalist is an interesting book 
that gives much insight into how Orientalism and Islamophobia come to 
cross paths and presents the experience of the character Changez in 
post-9/11 America. In this regard, Edward Said's (1978)leading theory 
of Orientalism—as in, the construction of the societies of the East as 
'exotic' and inferior within the Western imagination—presents the 
foundational framework for understanding these cultural dynamics. The 
Orientalist stereotypes, rendered avidly in the figure of Islamophobia by 
Hamid in this novel, go on to poison the very identity of Changez and 
his interactions within America. 
Moreover, Edward Said's(1978) concept of Orientalism problematizes 
Western representations of the East, noting them to be constructed to 
appease the West's prevailing superiority. Said (1978)argued that 
Orientalism is a way for the West to look at Eastern cultures as 
essentially distinctive, exotic, and usually inferior. This view is evident 
throughout the novel in the experiences of Changez, whose first 
establishment in American life is characterized by surface-level 
tolerance that masks deeper cultural biases. Changez reflects on his 
acceptance and subsequent alienation: 
“At first, my ethnicity was just another part of who I was. But as the 
years passed, I began to sense that my foreignness was becoming more 
pronounced, more scrutinized” (Hamid, 2007, p. 91). 
The quote underlines how Changez's initial acceptance changes into a 
complicated relationship with his identity. Once the Western gaze had 
seemed to be inclusive and became gradually critical and marginalizing 
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with rising post-9/11 anxieties, Said's framework posits this shift: the 
"otherness" that had previously seemed invisible became visible and 
problematic in a climate of heightened suspicion and prejudice. 
Moreover, the post-9/11 rise of Islamophobia exaggerates Orientalist 
representations critiqued earlier by Said. In the novel The Reluctant 
Fundamentalist, Changez's experience with Islamophobia was a direct 
manifestation of broader cultural stereotypes and prejudices against 
Muslims. More powerfully than any other novel, it captured the 
intervention of stereotypes into Changez's sense of identity and 
belonging in America. He movingly expresses this growing awareness of 
his marginalization:  
“The way people looked at me, the way their eyes seemed to narrow 
and their expressions to harden, made me feel as though I was always 
under suspicion. It was like my presence was a constant reminder of 
something threatening” (Hamid, 2007, p. 130). 
In addition, the quote gestures toward how Changez perceives the 
subtlety of forms that Islamophobia takes and how these have an impact 
on his daily interactions. He conveys the idea of living under suspicion, 
echoing Said's idea of an Orient "other" than that constructed in the 
Western discourse. In doing so, he enhances the perception of 
Islamophobia, increasing the alienation of Changez's identity from the 
mainstream American experience. How Islamophobia impacted the self-
image and inter-personal relationships of Changez are furthered in the 
novel:  
“I was no longer just a person; I had become a symbol of something 
foreign and menacing. The more I tried to conform, the more I felt I was 
being pushed away” (Hamid, 2007, p. 141). 
Therefore, this statement emphasizes the significant impact of 
Islamophobia on Changez's identity. The societal expectation to conform 
to the ideal American citizen, along with growing sentiments of 
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alienation, leads to the recognition of the harmful effects of stereotyping. 
Hamid's description of these dynamics demonstrates a wider 
apprehension regarding the influence of Orientalist and Islamophobic 
beliefs on influencing individual experiences. 
In addition, Hamid uses Changez's narrative as a powerful commentary 
on the persistence of cultural prejudices, specifically Orientalist 
constructs. The novel reveals these constructs to be not merely some 
historical remnants but something that continues to affect today's attitude 
and policy. In these experiences, Changez also unravels the continued 
relevance of Said's theory, depicting how Orientalism and Islamophobia 
engaged the lives of people in a globalized world. It is these prejudices, 
then, that Changez eventually rejects American values and goes back to 
a more critical engagement with his Pakistani heritage: 
“I could no longer pretend that I belonged in a world that rejected my 
true self. The more I tried to fit in, the more I realized that forces beyond 
my control were defining my identity” (Hamid, 2007, p. 157). 
This critical stance epitomizes Changez's attempt to wrest back his 
narrative and assert his identity in the face of pervasive cultural biases. 
At a deeper level, what Changez is challenging through his rejection of 
those values that are pressed upon him and his embracing of his 
Pakistani heritage is the Orientalist and Islamophobic frameworks that 
seek to peripheralize and control his identity. 
An analysis of The Reluctant Fundamentalist using the lenses of 
Orientalism and Islamophobia backgrounds reveals much in 
contemporary issues about cultural conflict and identity. How the novel 
presents the experiences of Changez underlines how personal identity is 
affected by cultural stereotypes and prejudices, giving critical insight into 
how Orientalism and Islamophobia go on to construct attitudes and 
relations in society. 
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Hamid, through the personal and social costs of prejudices, appeals to a 
greater depth of understanding of the intricacies of cultural identity in a 
globalized world. In this way, the text critiques the Orientalist and 
Islamophobic constructs, therefore putting forth the continuous need for 
dialogue and reflection on the intersection of personal and political 
identity. 
It is through this notion of crisis in identity, then, that Changez 
challenges those pervasive cultural biases and Orientalist and 
Islamophobic frameworks controlling his identity in The Reluctant 
Fundamentalist. Exactly how does the novel explain how such cultural 
stereotypes and prejudices—like notions of the West maintaining—reflect 
onto personal identity? To answer this question, the present study 
undertakes an exegesis of the text under scrutiny. Hamid's analysis also 
attempts to determine a need for dialogue and reflection on the 
intersection of personal and political identity in today's globalized world. 
Drawing on Bhabha's(1994)idea of hybridity and "third space," this novel 
clearly illustrates the convoluted dynamics of identity through the 
experiences of Changez. Changez negotiates the interplay between his 
Pakistani heritage and the American experience, showing fluid, 
contested hybrid identities that issue forth onto dynamic cultural space. 
Consequently, Bhabha's hybridity and "third space" idea is very 
applicable to the convoluted dynamics of identity within The Reluctant 
Fundamentalist. Through his experiences, Changez shows just how fluid 
and contested hybrid identities are when negotiating the interplay 
between Pakistani heritage and the American experience. Beginning 
with identical ones reiterated consecutively in a dynamic cultural space, 
which encompasses changeability and tension in forming an identity, the 
novel relates how these identical ones are reiterated. 
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Conclusion 

Mohsin Hamid's The Reluctant Fundamentalist provides a critical insight 
into where identity and conflict meet through the lives of Changez, a 
Pakistani immigrant in America after the events of 9/11. It ventures into 
how geopolitical conflicts shape individual identities with the help of 
postcolonial philosophy and Homi Bhabha's notion of hybridity. In the 
course of his dual identity, Changez struggles to come out of this 
dilemma, and in the process, the concept of Bhabha's "third space" 
crops up. First, he tries to adopt American values but later feels 
estranged due to rising Islamophobia. Hamid critiques and analyzes how 
Orientalist and Islamophobic ideas have not been worn out and how 
mixed identity is marked by uncertainty and instability. The complex 
interplay of cultural identity comes across through Changez's narrative, 
and discourses bring out the criticality of continued discourse and 
introspection in an interwoven society. 
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