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Colors in Assyrian Civilization
Dr. Azhar Hashem Shet

University of Mosul — Mosul Study Center
Abstract:

Assyrians knew colors and how to prepare and extract them from
several sourses some of which are plent, mineral and animal. They had
used colors in many aspects, such as painting various textiles like clothes,
curtains, rugs, mattresses, and in painting hides for making shoes and
horses reins. They also used colors to paint walls of palaces and temples,
and other wall colored drawings in royal palaces and chambers. Colors

also were used in glazing works of wall paintings like the wall painting of
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the god Ashur in Nimrud and of the Shalmaneser IllI's fortress wall
paintings. Colors were used, also, in painting some parts of Assyrian wall
sculptures to delimitate hair, beard, eyes, weapons, flowers and leaves.
Colors, also, were used in ivory sculptures, cosmotics, hair paints and
other paints and oils used by women especially the red color which was
used for lips, cheeks and eyes shadow.

Assyrians also used colors in healing physical pains as they
believed in their ability to cure of some diseases especially the red which
protect against evil spirits and other diseases like measles. They also used
the black and the green to avoid some infant and pregnant women
diseases. the research also studied meanings and symbols colors of
assarisans.
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