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Saul Kripke's Possible Worlds Theory
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Abstract:
Possible worlds are an old idea that has been present among many philosophers.
Kripke revived this idea in a new and innovative way to prove many basic and
important issues.Saul Kripke (1940-2022) is a logical philosopher and
mathematician known for reintroducing important concepts such as necessity and
possibility through his book (Naming and Necessity). He generalized the idea of
possible worlds as a way to analyze many concepts such as essentialism and a priori
and a posteriori knowledge. The possible worlds that Kripke assumes are not real
worlds, as they do not exist in another dimension or in an unknown galaxy. Rather,
they are worlds that only exist within the limits of the mind, which is a method that
the mind invents to distinguish between many philosophical issues, whether logical,
linguistic, or rational. Kripke believes that names are not specific characteristics, as
Russell assumed, but rather they necessarily return to their references in all possible
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worlds, regardless of the change in the characteristics given to them. He also believes
that the necessary truth is not always a priori. In some cases, it may be a posteriori
and can only be realized through experience. Thus, Kripke created a new theory of
meaning through which he defended essence. He argued that things possess an
unchanging essence, and no matter how different the characteristics of a thing are, it
possesses an unchanging essence. Through this, he established the idea of necessity
that the mind discovers through experience, and he revived the ancient doctrine of
essentialism, according to which things that possess certain properties are
necessarily determined, and without these properties, things would not exist at all.
Keywords: Saul Kripke, possible worlds, necessity, possibility, a priori knowledge,
a posteriori necessity, chalmers.
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