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Al-Irja and its Impact on Contemporary Salafism from a Political Perspective"
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Abstract:

The study aims to shed light on the concept of "al-lrja" (delaying or
postponing judgment), analyze its key intellectual pillars: theological and
political, and uncover its echoes in the thought and behavior of contemporary
Salafism. The study attempts to confirm or deny a hypothesis that al-Irja
represents a significant response to the issues of excommunication (takfir) and
obedience to rulers, and that its influence has extended to an important segment
of contemporary Salafi movements. To achieve this, the study employs several

approaches: historical, analytical, and descriptive, as needed. The study
concludes with several findings, including that al-Irja originally emerged as a
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political stance and later evolved into an interpretation of faith due to decisive
historical necessities. It became a doctrinal school with political implications,
infiltrating theological sects, ultimately resulting in a belief system encapsulated
in the phrase "faith resides in the heart" and its related ramifications, such as
refraining from excommunicating others. This belief system is a blend of Ash'ari
and Maturidi doctrines, based on the "delaying judgment of the jurists"
approach, which is consistent with the methodology of Ahl al-Sunnah wa al-
Jama'ah (the People of the Sunnah and the Community). Politically, it
emphasizes obedience to rulers and refraining from rebelling against them, even
if they are unjust. Despite the interconnectedness of the theological and political
aspects of al-lrja, the political aspect has had a stronger presence in
contemporary Salafi thought and practices, more so than the theological aspect.
This indicates the significant influence of political power on religious cultural
authority, which, as al-Ghazali states, "rules on the correctness of Islam under
the shadow of swords.” The Jam'iyyah Salafism (a group advocating political
quietism) was the primary expression of this influence.

Keywords: Al-Irja, Faith, Obedience, Excommunication, Jam'iyyah Salafisism.
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