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The effect of the ellipsis and appreciation in textual consistency
- The story of a cow is an example —
A comparative Semitic linguistic study

Assist. Prof. Dr. Haider Hasan Obaid
College of Languages / University of Baghdad
haydar_ubaid@colang.uobaghdad.edu.iq

Abstract

Ellipsis is a linguistic phenomenon that all human languages share, but in
the Arabic language it is more stable and clear, because the Arabs tend towards
lightness, and are averse to what is heavy on their tongue, so they used to delete
it from their speech for some purpose, whether the deletion was a sentence, a
word, or a letter. It is the second type of consistency tool, and many researchers
consider that the phenomenon of deletion serves rhetorically, and it comes in its
most complete form and in the best location. Deletion has certain rhetorical
secrets, as it falls within the category of precise words, gentle in their reception,
and a strange matter, similar to magic. Therefore, we find among the ancient
linguists who addressed the subject of deletion, in addition to many ancient
grammarians, who spoke about this phenomenon and detailed it in a way that
clarifies how it indicates the intended meaning. By studying the structure of the
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text and finding out whether one of its elements has been omitted, such as a
word, a sentence, or several sentences, relying on the recipient’s ability to
estimate the deleted elements from that text.

Key Word: Ellipsis, Coherence , discourse analysis. )
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