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Shepherd in ancient Iraq

Lect. Sabah Hameed Yunis
College of Education for Humanities/University of Mosul
Sabah_hameed@unmosul .edu.iq

Abstract

The profession of the shepherd in grazing and raising animals is very
important in ancient and modern times, as animal products are one of the
important sources in the life of ancient Iraqi people, not only as food, but in life
in general, as animal products are involved in many industries, including wool,
leather, and others.

Due to the importance of the shepherd profession, the shepherd had great
importance in ancient Iraqi society. We infer this through Iraqi laws, especially
the Code of Hammurabi, in giving him his rights, knowledge, and duties, as
many texts also indicate.

The shepherd's profession was not limited to herding animals, but rather
he had to do other things such as milking animals and shearing wool, especially
his money related to his service to the palace and the state. The shepherd also
had to join the military service, as a duty imposed on him like other workers in
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ancient Iragi society, and we must not forget to mention The importance of dogs
that helped the shepherd in herding the animals by protecting them while
grazing, in addition to providing the necessary barns for raising and caring for
the animals.

Keywords: Shepherd, domestication, Barns, Cows.
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