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About linguistic foundations for arranging augmented verbs in
the Arabic lexicon

Summary

The present analytical study focuses one on lexical entries in some ancient
and modern Arabic dictionaries, and the ranking of derived verbs in the
context of explaining the lexical Items. Its aim is to demonstrate the validity
of the idea that this arrangement of verbs is governed by internal linguistic
principles which determines of the morphological structure, rather than
simply an arrangement that stands at the threshold of separating the simple
verbs and their augmented forms, without classifying the augmented verbs,

on semantic and formal criteria, into distinct classes.

The representative system of the auto segmental theory as settled in John
McCarthy’s 1979 thesis helped illustrate this. By a procedure that allows
for the internal derivative extension formulas to be generated (fa??al and
faa?al) before the remaining augmentative forms. The comparison between
the method of arranging the augmented verbs, represented in the Sihah al-
Jawhari dictionary and Alwasit dictionary of the Arabic Language Academy,
with the method of orientalism arrangement, represented in the Kazimirsky
dictionary which puts af?al form in the fourth degree, reveals that the choice
of the Arabic lexicographical tradition —which start the classification whit
af?al form - does not faithfully reflect the functioning of the morphology

derivational arrangement.
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In addition to this, it is appropriate to draw attention on studying the
micro structure of Arab dictionaries n accordance with the achievement
of modern lexicology, in order to establish a lexical criticism which does
not only examine methods of vertical ranking of the lexical entries (i.e the
macrostructure for the lexicon), but also includes the evaluation the quality
of information and the elegance of its presentation in the text explaining the

lexical entries.

Key terms:
Lexicon, root, template, ranking lexical items, agentivity, augmented verbs,

templates generating, macrostructure, microstructure.
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