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On the Cultural Significance of Smaller Phonological Units: An

Anthropological Linguistic Study

ABSTRACT

Language is the lodgment of the cultural structures of human groups and is
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a means of communication, contact and mutual influence regardless of the
number of morphemes used in speech. It is one of the common scholarly
judgments in the linguistic studies that the human linguistic activity occurs
through the speakers’ use of sentences and texts and this is true to a large
extent but the issue has a different dimension. There are some linguistic
activities that are related to small phonological units like phonemes and short
syllables which are referred to in the Arabic heritage as consonants and
vowels. These two types of phonological units have great effects at the level

of human relations, which sometimes outperform the sentences and texts.

Their anthropological existence is illustrated in their representation of severe
classificatory human practices at the individual and the group levels. Also,
some of their instances exist as an element laying the basis for cultural divides
with solid structural nature and violent dogmatic struggles that led to mutual
atonement in relation to religious faith which is the intellectual activity that

leads to the acceleration of the intense sectarian wars.

The study aims-in its anthropological linguistic perspective-to reveal that
the smaller phonological units are a highly effective factor in the human life.
The study also attempts, in a parallel end, to show that units like these may
be one means of linguistic phonological suppression to those who suffer from

some pronunciation defect like faltering, lisping, stuttering and stammering.

Whatever the search was, these units manifest themselves as a harsh standard

of individual, ethnic, regional, stratified classification of people.

This paper is investigating the effects related to a limited number of small
phonological samples which are significant and intellectually noteworthy
without considering all the instances of the phenomenon. We will- for the sake
of consolidating the presence of the anthropological linguistic perspective at

the global human level- vary the study samples to include Arabic hereditary,
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Islamic dogmatic, Iraqi, and global instances. As the instances differ, their
time and place connections weaken, their cultural incubators diverge, with
the effect being stable, their cultural aim is achieved in the best possible way.
Accordingly, it will be possible to abstract the simple cultural structure that
produces the linguistic phonological act at the level of all human groups and
this is what anthropological linguistics seeks in its diligent search for the

motives of the human act in the world.

Key words: Culture, Phonological units, Linguistic, Anthropological
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