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The ziggurats of ancient Iraq
in the books of Muslim travelers until the eighth century AH
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Wasit Study Centre / Open Educational College
aliamar6l1l@gmail.com

Abstract

The subject of the research revolves around the ziggurats of ancient Iraq
and follows what Muslim travelers mentioned about their architecture. They are
a living witness to the Islamic vision of what remains of the ancient monuments
left by the ancient peoples that ruled Iraq thousands of years before the Islamic
conquest. It is known that they did not know the worship of monotheism and
worshiped multiple gods. Because of it, large temples began to develop over
time until they reached their form known as ziggurats. Unfortunately, most of
the antiquities left by the ancients in Iraq have disappeared and turned into piles
of rubble and hills. The reasons are multiple, which contributed to the
complexity of revealing their nature in ancient and modern times, thus making it
a task to reveal their details. Architectural and planning in the eras in which
travelers recorded their works was almost impossible. Indeed, to this day we see
many archaeological hills still waiting for someone to reveal their secrets.
Therefore, it is noted that the Muslim travelers’ description of the Iraqi ziggurats
came with several interpretations and names, greatly influenced by the thought
and outlook of Muslims. For the perished peoples, some of them considered it a
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home for the tyrants, the infidels, and the oppressors, and it restored the ruin it
had reached due to divine vengeance, and it appeared as an example to those
who would come after them to be considered among those who had decided to
depart from obedience to God, and among them were those who passed by it and
did not give it any significant importance in his book, except that The recent
excavations that took place on some of the ziggurats mentioned by the traveler
contributed to knowing their details, the method of construction, and the name
of their founder, which helped to compare the traveler’s vision and the material
effects that were found. The appearance of stairs and other details in the ziggurat
was not present to the traveler, because the ziggurat that they saw was It has
turned into high hills, so you cannot blame them, as there was no awareness of
civilization and the importance of the monuments known at that time .

Key Word: ziggurats, antiquities, ancient Iraq, Muslim travelers.
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