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Social status of servants and slaves
In ancient Egyptian civilization

Lect. Dr. Dlgash Ibrahim Hama Shirin
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Abstract

Servants and slaves were one of the groups belonging to the lower class in
ancient Egyptian society. Unfortunately, our information about them is limited
and rare, due to their social status which did not allow them to create
monuments to commemorate their lives and daily details. Archaeological
sources mainly depict them as followers of their masters. This very fact is what
led to their portrayal in scenes, inscriptions, and sculptural works in lowly
contexts and sizes that reflect their importance and social status. They appeared
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as the smallest human elements in the scenes carved on the walls of tombs,
where the main scene usually revolves around the tomb owner.

This research aims to explore the conditions of servants and slaves
through another source: ancient texts in their various classifications, both
literary and non-literary. These texts present images closer to reality, free from
the influence of their masters, portraying their work with a sufficient degree of
neutrality, without placing them alongside their masters in the scenes—a
comparison that is not always valid. The study also aims to introduce the rights
and duties of servants and slaves, and the names and titles given to them in the
ancient Egyptian language.

It is worth noting that the relationship between servants, slaves, and their
masters was never uniform; rather, it was influenced by several factors that
contributed to altering the nature of that relationship, including temporal factors
and the ethical standards of the masters.

The research concludes with a set of results that clarify the differences
between servants and slaves, as well as the degree of realism in the depiction
provided by ancient texts compared to what is presented in inscriptions and
scenes.

Keywords: Servant, Slaves, Egypt, Literature, Lower Rank.
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