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The Oldest artistic productions of the Monkey , and its Significance
In Egypt and Mesopotamia - A comparative Artistic study

Lect. Furgan Alaulddin Badr
College of Archaeology/ University of Al-Qadisiyah
Furgan.badr@qu.edu.iq

Abstract

The oldest artistic productions of the monkey in ancient Egypt and
Mesopotamia date back to approximately the beginning of the third millennium
BC. Most of the artistic productions were associated with the religious and
spiritual aspect, as it was considered a symbol of fertility, continuity, and
expelling evil spirits. It was later considered by both civilizations as a means of
entertainment, amusement, and fun. As for the monkey species that were
implemented on the artistic productions of both civilizations, a similarity was
observed in the type of monkey implemented in the productions, especially the
productions that show it in a squatting position, which reinforces the opinion
that there is a geographical influence on the monkey species that it is of the
African type more than the opinion that attributes it to the Asian monkey with
regard to the monkey productions in Mesopotamia; with the exception of the
monkey of the (baboon) type, which appeared clearly in the Egyptian
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productions only and did not appear in the Mesopotamian productions, as the
opinions of researchers tend to its presence in Upper Egypt since prehistoric
times and then declined to the south after that.

Keywords: monkey; clay tablets; Cylinder seals; Mesopotamia; Egypt.
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