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A Rare Dirham Minted in the city of Wlayla for Idris bin
Abdullah I, From (174-177 / 790-793 AD)
Preserved in the Erbil Museum
Analytical Study

Assist. Prof. Dr. Jwan Ahmed Ismail
College of Arts/ University of Salahaddin-Erbil
jwanismael@su.edu.krd

Abstract

This research highlights a rare dirham from the reign of Abdullah al-
Idrisi, minted in the year (174 AH / 790 CE). Through this study, we emphasize
the success of Idris ibn Abdullah after his escape from Medina and his flight to
Morocco, following a perilous journey through Egypt and Ifrigiya with his
servant Rashid. They eventually reached the region of Volubilis, where the Orba
Zanania tribe sheltered him and helped him reclaim his right to rule, leading to
his appointment as a prince of the region. He was sworn in as Imam in Ramadan
of (172 AH) by various tribes, including the Arba, Zayanata, Zawaga, Lamaya,
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Lawata, Sadrata, Ghyatha, Nifera, Makanasa, and Ammara. He also conquered
several cities, and the territory under his rule expanded in terms of trade and
urban development. His pilgrims’ trade reached many cities, including Iraq and
Erbil. This dirham, preserved in the Erbil Museum, is definitive proof of the
achievements of the Idrisid Emirate. The declaration of independence in the city
of (Volubilis) represents one of the rarest dirham types minted during his reign,
with no known counterparts in catalogues or academic research years after the
declaration of his emirate.

Key Word: Dirham, Wlayla, The Idrisids, Erbil Museum.
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