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Abstract

Discourse has a linguistic authority that strengthens the speakers
argumentative potential while disabling it in the recipient so that he
responds to the proposal that he has presented to him due to the strength
of those elements that carry the moral dimensions that influence the
argument, and which carry in themselves an argumentative value in
addition to their role in drawing the recipient>s attention towards one
goal.
Argumentative ladders also play a role in accumulating or grading

arguments according to their strength and the context imposed by the ¢

recipient>s condition. The arrangement of arguments in the argumentative
ladder and the comparison between them in strength depends on to the
speaker’s perspective; one argument may descend to the bottom of the
ladder according to a certain perspective, while it rises to the top according
to another. From this standpoint, this research came to draw the persuasive
dimensions that the argumentative ladder created in the jihad sermons
of Imam Ali (PBUH), and to show how the argumentative ladder affects
the path of persuasion in the speech and directs it towards influence and
persuasion in a way that fulfills the desired goal of the jihadist speech.
The jihad sermons of Imam Ali (PBUH) contained argumentative ladders
that made the speech gradual according to the context of the speech and
the state of the addressee. The top of the argumentative ladder descends
towards weak arguments when the recipient has denial or doubt. This is
known as the descending argumentative ladder. Sometimes the speech
requires starting with weak arguments and moving up to strong arguments
if the recipient has no doubt or denial, which is known as the ascending
ladder of arguments. Sometimes the gradation in the argumentative
ladders comes in an accumulative manner according to the requirement
of the context and the condition of the recipient.

Therefore, this research is devoted to investigating and analyzing the
argumentative ladders included in the jihad sermons of Imam Ali (PBUH),

explaining how the argumentative ladders work to add a persuasive |

argumentative feature to the jihadist discourse and tend towards
influencing and convincing the necessity of jihad for the sake of Allah.
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