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Abstract

The “Ballad” is a category of literature that some scholars refer to as a stoe
ry poem. This is a literature type in which the writer tells his story in a poetic
way that is qualified to be tuned and sung. This is equated to musical films
in modern terms. This story is about a popular or a romantic topic with some
drama and can be read in one sitting unlike an epic which has multiple topics
and characters. The nature of conversation is mostly between two people in a
set time and place. The ballad is not common amongst readers due to the fact
that traditional stories is preferable. Although the story poem is present in the
history of Persian and Arabic literature, yet its popularity is only recent.

Critics have argued over naming this form of literature while in Persian it
is called categorization or Ballad.

This type of literature has not seen wide spread as much as this particular
story under study has seen amongst young readers in the past few years. This

might be mainly due to the author Nader Ibrahimi’s style for he has special-
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ized in English literature which already has known Ballad. He also had a wide
experience in writing film scenarios and TV programs with a sense of what
young readers like.

The author presented the story of the main character, the son of a farmer
who loved the daughter of a merchant. This love did not end well in spite of
all the sacrifices been made.

The aim of this research is to introduce the Ballad which has not seen
enough attention due to its hard nature on both the writer and reader. The
choice of this novel “Once again ... the city I love” as applied research was
due to the lack of work on this subject. Shedding light on this subject will
enable readers to understand this forgotten art in spite the lack of material on
this subject.

Key words: Ballad, Nader Ibrahimi, sign, short story, animal signs, city signs

and names, speech.
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