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Isolation and Diagnosis of some ectoparasites from domestic chickens Gallus
domesticus in Basrah Province,lrag.

Alaa N. Hatem

Basrah University- College for pure sciences

Abstract

This study was conducted to isolate and diagnosis some ectoparasites that infested four
varieties of domestic chickens Gallus domesticus in different locations of Basrah
Province,lraq. during May to October 2016. A total of 100 of chickens belonging to four
varieties [local chicken,boilers,laying hens and cochin] were examined . The results showed
that 48 chicken were infested with chewing lice with prevalence 48%, four louse species
were identified: Menacanthus stramineus with infested prevalence 50% ,Menopon gallinae
27.7% , Goniocotes gallinae 15.2% and Lipeuris caponis 6.9%.

A clear contrast was explained between chicken varieties and infestation prevalence, as
observed that local chickens were reported the highest prevalence with 93.3%, ornamental
chicken 86.6%, egg chicken 46.6% and meat chicken 20%. The infestation type with lice on
one chicken was differ among single with prevalence 52.08% , double with 41.6% , and
triple with 6.25% . The highest infestation was recorded in October with 26.8%, while the
lowest was in August with 9.7%.

Results also showed recording of one species of ticks Argas persicus with infested
prevalence 7%, this is the first record in the South area and the second in all Irag. While the
ticks infestations were recorded in local chicken with prevalence 20% and ornamental
chicken 8%. The infestation of ticks were reported in tow months only, May with prevalence
57.1%, October 42.8%. One species of mites Dermanyssus gallinae with infested prevalence
5%, in April only , this is the first record in the South area and the second in all Iraq.

Key words : ectoparasites , chewing lice , ticks , mites , domestic chickens .
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