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Abstract

Over the past five years, the scope of illicit transactions between
states has expanded and expanded significantly, both in size and scope,
posing new challenges to the rule of law, sustainable development and
even security dynamics. With its well-established production of these
transactions largely concentrated in areas controlled by some regimes
that need these transactions in order to support their economies, many
regional countries have worked to be a source and importer of illicit
transactions, and these transactions have become an alternative source
of income for those political systems that suffer from Financially strapped,
subject to sanctions, and an instrument of influence on the diplomatic
stage. Many regional regimes have benefited from their agency in trade,
violent cross-border smuggling networks, and their endless coordination
with the actors affiliated with them to achieve their goals of normalizing
relations with them regionally and granting concessions (trafficking
in influence) , However, the efforts of these regimes have come under
pressure with the increasing demands of regional neighbors to limit the
flow of these types of illicit transactions and the ability to prohibit them.

Based on their acquisition of experience in illicit dealing, these systems
began, through producers and smugglers allied with them and with the
security services of the receiving systems, motivated to maintain their
large profits. They went on to identify new routes and markets outside
their main destinations. As a result, criminal networks established new
transit routes across countries. Regional, and even established points in
various parts of the world.

Keywords : illicit cash flows, trafficking in influence, illicit money,

corruption
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(1) United Financial Flows Office Drugs and Crime , crime-related illicit
financial flows: latest progress, Vienna ,2023,p5.
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nized crime index Lebanon , European Union, 2023,p3.
(2) Ibid, p4.
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(1) ()Global Initiative Against Transnational Organized Crime ,global or-
ganized crime index Lebanon,O p.Cit,p17.

(2) Antony Blinken , targetin Syrian and Lebanese illicit drug trafficker ,
U.S. Department of State ,2023,p7. Available at : https://www.state.
gov/targeting-syrian-and-lebanese-illicit-drug-traffickers/
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(2) Celina Realuyo, Leveraging financial intelligence to counter trans-
national threat networks in the Americas , Dialogo Digital Military
Magazine, 2019,p28.
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