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Abstract

All praise is due to Allah, the Most Deserving of Praise, and may peace and blessings
be upon the one after whom there is no prophet, as well as upon his family,
companions, and followers.

One of the factors contributing to a narrator's weakness is confusion (ikhtilat) that
arises after a period of reliability and precision due to circumstances such as illness,
calamity, senility, or the loss of books. Scholars have meticulously documented such
cases, leaving little unknown except in rare instances. However, identifying
narrators who have experienced confusion is a complex and challenging endeavor,
requiring case-by-case analysis due to the variation in their conditions,
classifications, and degrees of reliability. Consequently, no universal rule can
encompass all cases of confusedV narrators, and their narrations must be assessed
individually.

In light of this, | have structured the acceptance of narrations from confused narrators
based on their respective ranks, drawing upon the categorizations established by
scholars in the science of al-jarh wa al-ta‘dil (criticism and accreditation). | have
classified them in a hierarchical manner, starting with those whose narrations are
most deserving of acceptance, followed by those of lesser reliability. It is evident
that a narrator merely suspected of confusion without clear evidence is not
equivalent to one whose confusion is unanimously confirmed. Likewise, a narrator
who exhibited minimal errors and lapses differs from one who suffered from severe
confusion and frequent mistak.
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Abi Hatim. *Al-Jarh wa al-Ta'dil*. st ed. Beirut: Dar Ihya' al-Turath al-
Arabi, YdeY,

A. lbn al-Qayyim, Muhammad ibn Abi Bakr Ayyub. *Zad al-Ma’ad fi
Hady Khayr al-1bad*. Edited by Shuayb al-Arna’ut and Abd al-Qadir al-
Arna’ut. Beirut & Kuwait: Mu’assasat al-Risalah — Maktabat al-Manar al-
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