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The hermeneutical foundations of the book

Fusus al-Hikam by Ibn Arabi

Lect. Dr. Mazin Abdulhussein Mashkoor
Faculty of Engineering/ University of Kufa
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Abstract

The research sought to clarify the methods of Ibn Arabi and
the foundations of his interpretation. Then, it explored their various
manifestations in the book «Fusus al-Hikam» especially the third
chapter of it, which revolves around the message of the Prophet
Noah (PBUH). It also clarifies the relationship of those interpretive
foundations to his philosophy of Islamic Sufism on the one hand,
and balancing them with contemporary interpretive trends, with

a statement of the points of difference. We have listed five of the

foundations that Ibn Arabi relied on in his interpretation, which
are: revelation and inspiration, preconceived notions in Ibn Arabi’s
philosophy, breaching the logical significance of language, recalling
Qur’anic verses and prophetic hadiths, and finally, balancing the call
of Prophet Noah (PBUH) and our Prophet Muhammad (PBUH). On
our way to this, we discussed the most famous concepts of Ibn Arabi,
such as the unity of being, the negation of opposites, confusion,
the perfect human being, and others. We also tried to clarify the
relationship between his writing style and his interpretation of the
text, by referring to the origin of the words, searching for a virgin
language, and citing texts that apparently have no relation to the
interpreted text.

Keywords: Ibn Arabi, Fusus al-hikam, Hermeneutics, preconceptions.
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