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Abstract
Suffixes in Arabic serve different functions, including the suffix -ta’. This suffix performs in Arabic words and
fulfills a wide range of semantic roles. The research has demonstrated that limiting its function to indicating
femininity is inconsistent with linguistic reality and overlooks its broader linguistic roles. This suffix extends far
beyond that singular function, performing numerous other roles. For instance, it can serve to emphasize an
existing hyperbolic meaning without explicitly mentioning the suffix. It can also act as a substitute for an omitted

element, which could be the root’s initial (fa’), medial (‘ayn), or final (1am) consonant. Additionally, it can
indicate ta‘rib (adaptation of a non-Arabic name or term into Arabic).
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