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Abstract

The current study attempts to answer a number of questions related to
the formation of the identity of youth in the Kurdistan Region of Iraq in the
era of liquid modernity. The study questions are as follows: How can youth
identity be defined in the era of liquid modernity? What are the challenges
facing youth in the Kurdistan Region of Iraq in the formation of their
identity? How does social, cultural and political change affect the formation
of youth identity in the region? What are the values and beliefs that affect
the formation of youth identity in the era of liquid modernity? What is the
role of social service in dealing with the challenges facing the youth in
forming their cultural identity?. The study relies on a case study as well as
an interview method as a basic tool for collecting data from the study case.
The study uses in-depth interviews with (35) young people at the University
of Salahaddin-Erbil. The results of the study has revealed the diversity and
multiplicity of concepts and opinions of the youth in the Kurdistan Region
of Iraq regarding the meaning of identity, and the impact of various factors
such as upbringing, customs, and environment on the formation of the
individuals' viewpoints appears. The results has also confirmed that there is
a reasonable understanding of the meaning of liquid modernity among the
youth, which reflects their interaction with the rapid transformations in the
contemporary world. Liquid modernity represents a state of instability and
continuous change in values and beliefs, and expresses the individual's
liberation from traditional restrictions and opens the way for new and diverse
experiences in social life. It also became clear through the analysis of the
interviews that the youth in the Kurdistan Region of Irag face many
challenges that affect the formation of their individual, social, and societal
identities. Through the analysis of the interviews conducted, it becomes clear
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that there are several challenges that affect the formation of their individual,
social, and societal identities. While some talk about "being influenced by
surrounding cultures", others express their desire to "build identities that are
in line with local customs and traditions"”, and some talk about "globalization
and its role in destroying values and culture" and "social and cultural changes
and being influenced by other cultures”, indicating that there is concern
about losing local cultural identity due to the effects of globalization and
youth openness to global cultures. Youth also express challenges related to
"political and social conflicts" and "migration and displacement”. The study
has also confirmed that the role of social service can be crucial in helping
youth deal with the challenges they face in forming their identity by
providing psychological and social support and helping to adapt to various
social changes and pressures, apart from enhancing the social and cultural
integration of youth into the local community.

Keywords: ldentity, Cultural identity, Youth, Liquid Modernity.
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