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ABSTRACT

The rapid evolution of information technology and communication systems has
permeated modern life, profoundly impacting personal affairs such as wills. This
paradigm shift embraces a diverse array of mediums, both verbal and written, including
social networking platforms like Facebook, Twitter, Skype, Viber, and Emo, alongside
written communication tools like email and messenger programs. This technological
landscape has streamlined the formation and execution of wills, validating posthumous
actions conducted through these mediums when meeting legal criteria. These
technological channels serve as conduits for expressing intent and circumvent the need
for specific formalities.

In this digital terrain, where personal status matters, including posthumous
actions like wills, are conducted remotely through electronic information processing,
the evidential value of digital evidence stands out. Evidence in the form of written
messages, chat room transcripts, or audio/video recordings via internet platforms holds
significance in substantiating digitally mediated personal status issues.

This burgeoning technological sphere necessitates a structured legal framework
that recognizes the role of modern technical means in personal status matters.
Acknowledgment of these mediums' legal standing, their delineated role in evidential
matters, and their acceptance by the judiciary is essential. The existing gap in the Iraqi
Personal Status Law concerning the implications of employing these contemporary
means for personal status matters underscores the urgency for regulatory clarity.
Additionally, the Electronic Signature and Transactions Law No. 78 0f 2012, excluding
personal status issues from its scope through Article (3/2), accentuates the need for
legislative attention in this realm.

Keywords: Information Technology, Personal Status Issues, Electronic Transactions,
Legal Framework, Digital Evidence, Iraqi Law
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