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Summary:

The Holy Quraan contains all the incentives and pillars that enable
researchers to continuously retrieve human efforts in reading and re-reading it with
the aim of correcting, expanding and enriching their knowledge. The philosophical
interpretation of the Holy Quran is one of the contemporary approaches of
understanding this Holy Book. This includes the contemporary philosophical
reading presented by Dr. Mohammad Shahrour of the Qur'anic Text, which aims at
re-examining the verses of the Quranic revelation according to the latest
contemporary science and human knowledge. Shahrour’s reading is an interpretive
one that seeks to provide a new vision and contemporary understanding of the Holy
Qur'an. His method is based on researching the broad meaning of the Arabic
language and the Quranic vocabulary in light of his division of the Qur'anic verses
into: definitive verses, representing the message of Prophet Mohammad (Prayers
and peace be upon him), and referred to as the “Mother of the Book”, which are
subject to “ljtihad” [personal Islamic judgement] according to social and economic
circumstances except for worship, ethics, and limits. The other type of Shahrour’s
division is the allegorical verses, referred to as “The Qur'an and the seven Repeated

Verses”, which are open to interpretation according to the relative knowledge. This
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encompasses the verses of belief and other verses which are neither definitive nor
allegoric referred to as “Details of the Book”.

The present research highlights the most prominent interpretations with a
comparison between this method and those of a group of researchers specialized in
Qur’anic studies.

To fathom Shahrour’s thought and method, the current research addresses the
narration of the Qur‘anic creation and the creation of Adam, as the ontological
aspect of the Qur'anic narration through which there is an endeavor to connect the
laws of existence, movement, and becoming in a number of verses. The research
arrives at results that can be considered as novel and different. It also provides some
critical observations on his views and results, discussed within the body and the

conclusion.



