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ABSTRACT

The offense of contravening plant quarantine provisions and measures holds
paramount significance as the foremost defense in safeguarding plant health and
productivity. Its significance is underscored by adherence to international legal
frameworks, notably the International Plant Protection Convention of 1951, aimed at
preventing the ingress and proliferation of agricultural pests. The Iraqi legislator
addressed this offense through the enactment of the Agricultural Quarantine Law in
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2012, while the Lebanese legislature addressed it via the Plant Quarantine and
Phytosanitary Measures Law No. 778 of 2006.

A comparative analysis reveals that the Lebanese legislation offers a more
comprehensive delineation of criminal behaviors associated with this offense
compared to its Iraqi counterpart. Notably, the Iraqi law stipulates penalties of
imprisonment ranging from 6 months to three years, a range we propose should have a
minimum threshold of one year given the gravity of the offense. Additionally, the Iraqi
law prescribes fines ranging from one million to ten million dinars. Conversely,
Lebanese legislation does not specify a significant penalty despite acknowledging the
criminal nature of the behaviors constituting this offense. We advocate for aligning the
severity of punishment in the Lebanese legislation with that of the Iraqi law,
acknowledging the gravity of this criminal offense.

Keywords: Criminal protection, agricultural production, quarantine measures, crime,
punishment
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