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The Tunisian Communist Party and Its Role in Tunisian
Political Life (1987-1999)

Maiada Hussein Ali

Prof. Dr. Alaa Taha Yassin

Abstract:

The issue of party pluralism in Tunisia, which accompanied the Second
Tunisian Republic with the accession of Zine El Abidine Ben Ali to
power, led to the existence of multiple and diverse parties. Some of these
parties existed previously, while others were newly formed, carrying
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different ideas and principles, including leftist ideologies. Among the
prominent leftist parties was the Communist Party, one of the oldest
parties in Tunisian history. However, the party faced opposition from the
ruling authorities and had its activities frozen for periods of time. With the
establishment of party pluralism in 1987, the party renewed its political
activities alongside other opposition parties. It took advantage of the party
and pluralism law to resume its activities, especially after the issuance of
the Party Law on May 3, 1988, followed by the National Pact issued by
President Zine ElI Abidine in 1988. This pact was welcomed by all
opposition parties and political forces, emphasizing the need to allow
political parties to manage state institutions and affirming the principle of
democracy in the new Tunisian political system. As a result, the
Communist Party began to activate its political activities and participate
in Tunisian political life.

Keywords: Communist Party, Tunisia, political life, social life, Zine El
Abidine.
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