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The Contribution of Khurasan Sufis to Political,
Administrative, and Social Life

Wala Mahmoud Jumaa
Prof. Dr. Abed Barak Al-Ansari
University of Samarra - College of Education

Abstract:

During the first half of the 5th century AH, the Sufi movement
experienced a period of stagnation, which may have been linked to the
political events that took place in Baghdad. These events culminated in
the decline of the Buyid dynasty and the beginning of Seljuk control
following their entry into Baghdad in 447 AH/1055 AD. The Sufi
pilgrimages to Baghdad during this period were mostly scientific and
religious in nature. Starting from the second half of the 5th century AH,
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Khurasani Sufis began to play an active role, directly or indirectly, in the
political life of Baghdad. Their influence varied depending on the
succession of sultans and caliphs, aligning with the policies of each ruler.
The Khurasani Sufi scholars and sheikhs enjoyed significant prestige and
influence among the sultans and caliphs, which led to their being
entrusted with multiple tasks and roles in the state, particularly in
administrative matters. These scholars and sheikhs demonstrated great
competence in the responsibilities assigned to them.

Keywords: Khurasan, Sufism, Politics, Al-Tusi, Constantinople.
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